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��	��� � Dean Mehlum, in memory care; Judy Miles in 
Omaha; Dean Mohr, Dan Vigness, Becky Olsen, Doris Harter ,  
Betty Yeager, Gladys Laursen, Keith Bahr, Darold Bo rman, in re-
hab in Denver. 
 Judy Miles’  birthday is January 13.  For those who would like 
to send a card the address is Quality Living, Inc., 6404 N 70th Plaza, 
Omaha NE 68104.  Anyone traveling in the area is welcome to stop in 
for a visit, as well. 
 Darold Borman’s address is Craig Hospital West, Rom 304A, 
3425 S. Clarkson, Englewood CO  80113. 
 Our sympathy to the family of Donna Barnes who passed 
away December 22.  Her funeral was held at Hilltop UMC December 
27. 
 
 
 
 Our Hilltop family has been so supportive and loving as our 
mother, Donna Barnes , moved from the hospital to hospice care and 
then  left us to be with her Lord.  Your prayers and caring words gave 
her and us great comfort just when we needed them.  Thank you to 
each and every one. 

The family of Donna Barnes 
 

 How grateful and blessed I am to have such a generous, lov-
ing church family.  Thank you for all the cards, prayers, calls, help and  
the rides to doctor appointments or just so I could be out among you. I 
appreciate every one of you. 

Bonnie Andersen 
 
 I want to thank each and everyone of you for making my 
Christmas so good.  God bless all of you. 

Frances Mangen 
 

Thank you for serving at The  Banquet! 
 Your group served 337 adults and 94 children. In 2010 our 
volunteer groups served 141,751 meals, 19,687 of those meals were 
to children.  

Sincerely and Gratefully, 
Marvella Shatter, Food Service Director, The Banquet 

 

 Thank you to Roger & Roberta  Russell and Roger & Alice 
Wells for delivering Meals on Wheels in December. 
 

 Thank you to everyone who generously gave Christmas Love 
Gifts for the staff.  It is such a joy to work with you in ministry. 

Judi Zikmund 
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 All Hilltoppers should be informed about the church committee 
activities.  The best way to do that is to read the min-
utes from committee meetings.  Minutes are available 
for everyone in a notebook on the upper shelf across 
from the kitchen serving window.  The cover of the note-
book says “Current Year Committee Minutes.”  There 
are actually minutes from the past few years included, by committee, 
in the book.  Please take time once a month to follow up on the work 
of Hilltop UMC committees.  Committee members in attendance are 
listed in the minutes to help you know to whom to direct questions. 
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Th 12 1 p.m. Ruth Circle 
Sa 14 6 p.m. Worship 
Su 15 9 a.m. Sunday School 
 10 a.m. Worship 
 11 a.m. Italian Lunch 
 1 p.m. Mission Team meeting 
Mo 16 9 a.m. Sarah Circle 
 7 p.m. Cub Scout Pack meeting 
We 18 7 a.m.—5 p.m. Avera McKennan class 
 5 p.m. Middle School Youth 
 6:30 p.m. Supper for all Youth 
 7 p.m. High School Youth 
 7 p.m. Choir 
 8 p.m. Board of Trustees meeting 
 8:15 p.m. Praise Band 
Th 19 7 a.m.—4 p.m. Avera McKennan class 
Fr 20 6 p.m. XYZ 
Sa 21 6 p.m. Worship 
Su 22 9 a.m. Sunday School 
 10 a.m. Worship 
 11 a.m. Coffee Fellowship 
Mo 23 9 a.m. Quilting 
Tu 24 11:30 a.m. UMW Mission Team 
We 25 7 a.m.—5 p.m. Avera McKennan class 
 6:30 p.m. Supper for all Youth 
 7 p.m. Confirmation and Youth Group 
 7 p.m. Choir 
 8 p.m. Administries Council 
Th 26 7 a.m.—4 p.m. Avera McKennan class 
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Italian Style 
Ham, salami, pepperoni 

 

  
 Order forms are posted in the attendance registers for the 
next three weeks.  Pick up your subs in the church kitchen Sunday, 
Feb. 5 from 11 a.m.—noon.  Proceeds benefit the 2012 mission trip. 
 

 

American Style 
Ham & Cheese 

American Style 
Turkey & Cheese 
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12/25/2011   -   105 

1/1/2012    -   85 
1/7 & 8/2012  -   191 
Sunday School  -  56 
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HUMC STAFF 
Brook McBride, Pastor 

bmcbride@hilltopumc.com 
Don Vanderlip, Youth Pastor 
dvanderlip@hilltopumc.com 

Judi Zikmund, Office Manager 
hilltopumc@hilltopumc.com 

338-8689             FAX  338-8690 

 
Cont’d. from pg. 1 
 
 I'm proposing that we start that conversation again with the 
possibility of launching a second service in the fall 2012.  A service 
we launch not because we want to go back to what we had, but be-
cause we want to move forward in helping our church grow into what 
God wants us to be. In the next couple of months I plan to have some 
sharing events open to all of you where we share our hopes and 
dreams for worship at Hilltop.  I look forward to our conversations and 
ask you to pray diligently as we ask God to lead us forward. 
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 It started with a funeral.  I had asked the family to meet with 
me to discuss the loss of a loved one...when 6 of them came...I real-
ized that we didn't have room for all of them in my office.   We ended 
up meeting in Judi's office but that, too, was a little uncomfort-
able...Judi trying to quietly do her work while the family tearfully 
shares their grief.  After that experience I began dreaming of a com-
fortable and comforting place in the church where similar consulta-
tions could happen. 
 That week Jan Norby came into my office to share a dream for 
a new counseling ministry in our church. She shared how she'd been 
doing some counseling in a nearby park and wondered if the church 
might have a safe place where she could meet with some of these 
clients.  She shared that many of her clients can't afford to pay for 
this, but need the help. 
 A light went off in my head.  What if we converted the library 
into a conversation place where Don and I could meet confidentially 
with people in our church and provide a place where Jan and others 
could meet as well?  After sharing this with our church council and 
getting their approval, Jan graciously agreed to fund and put in the 
sweat equity to make this happen!  I've asked Jan to share about her 
ministry below, and ask all of us to welcome this new ministry into our 
midst. 
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 The January-February issue of the Upper Room is available.  
Look for it in a new spot on the shelf across from the kitchen serving 
window.  A $1.00 donation will help cover the cost of the devotionals. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Office Hours: 8:30-4 Mon-Thurs;8:30-1 Fri 

 On New year's day I wanted to do something special. My two sons 
back from college were still with us and I wanted to do something for them 
that would say, "Hey thanks for coming home...and by the way I love 
you."  So I decided to make my world famous "extra 
chewy, super chunky, 4 butter stick yummy, humun-
gous oatmeal cookies." It probably wasn't the best 
idea considering one of my new year's resolutions 
was to lose 25 pounds, but, I have to say, these were 
the biggest and yummiest cookies I have ever made! 
And the boys would have loved them if I hadn't eaten 
them all...just joking.  They were a huge hit! And the 
cool thing was that we couldn't stop talking about them because they were 
so big! 
 And then I got this great idea...let's use these cookies to share 
God's love!  When guests come to Hilltop we won't knock on their door 
with a boring mug...we'll give them a giant, scrumptious, extra- chewy, oat-
meal cookie with this message on it, "If you think this cookie is big, come 
to Hilltop UMC and experience the great big, awesome God of love we've 
come to know in and through Jesus Christ!" 
 I just love this idea!  But sometimes I wonder if we really believe 
it.  Sometimes I think too many of us believe in a low-fat Keebler' s 
mini  chocolate chip sized God.  A god we can conveniently slip into our 
back pocket so we can pull "it" out when we need it.  A god we can leave 
at home on our dresser when we've got things "we" want to do in se-
cret.   Sometimes I think we want a god like the genie in the old Disney 
film Aladdin. Do you remember that genie? He was so frustrated because 
he was a genie "with phenomenal cosmic  powers... and itty bitty living 
space!" 
 You know what I think?  I think that's our problem.   We've got a 
great big God with a great big love....but we don't give that God any living 
space in our lives!  Do you know how frustrating that must be for God? 
God wants to love us with a big cookie kind of love and we only let 10 % of 
that love in? What would happen to Hilltop if we  let our great big loving 
God loose into every corner of our lives? "  What would happen if our new 
year's resolution was that every day we were going to vow to let go of the 
reigns and let God reign in every corner of our lives!  Let's let our great big 
loving God loose in 2012!             

Your pastor...alias the cookie monster...�����  
 

�
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 Several people have asked me about worship lately.  One thing I 
love about Hilltop is our love and concern for worship...amen!  This past 
fall we decided, as an act of unity, to combine our Sunday services into 
one service.  The results of that have been amazing!  Attendance is up 
and increasing, new folks are entering our community, and the Holy Spirit 
has come alive in our midst.  When we talked about this last fall we agreed 
to discuss this again in January.    

Continued 
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by Jan Norby 

 I am excited to tell you about a new ministry at HUMC.  The 
Administrative Council approved my request to use a space in the 
church to counsel individuals two to three afternoons each week. 
 My passion to become a counselor led me to retire early 
from a long teaching career.  After retiring I graduated from the 
Sioux Falls Seminary’s Marriage and Family Therapy Master’s Pro-
gram.  Counseling has been a ministry and a major focus in my life 
since that time.  I have worked in a number of settings and volun-
teered over 2000 hours at a United Way Clinic.  Women’s issues 
have become a particular interest.  It has been a great privilege to 
walk along side those making personal and spiritual journeys. 
 Please let me know if you would like to hear more.  I would 
be pleased to have that opportunity to share.  
 

8���
�7����
 The January-February issue of the Upper Room is available.  
Look for it in a new spot on the shelf across from the kitchen serving 
window.  A $1.00 donation will help cover the cost of the devotion-
als. 


