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| received an interesting call last Friday. It was from a dad who was
looking for a pastor to do his son’s funeral. His son had lost his 15 year struggle
with depression and Bi-Polar disorder and had taken his life (at the age of 32)
just the day before. As | listened to this parent tell his story my heart instantly
broke in two. | couldn’t help but think of how | would feel if this were one of my
sons. | listened as he awkwardly tried to explain to me the circumstances of this
call; as he apologized for not knowing me; as he explained how he got my name
from a friend of his; as he tried to conceal the hurt in his heart after her heard the
pastor of his church share that they had a church policy that they don’t do funer-
als for people who they don’'t know and since they didn't know Jordan (his son),
well....I couldn’t imagine the pain he was going through.

Suicides are so difficult for us. Not only do you have the shock and pain
of such a horrible event, but we are also loaded extra heavy with the guilt and
anger of it all. And then to top it all off you have to deal with the “judgment” of
the church...the one place we count on for safety and grace. As you may know
there has been a long-standing understanding, by many in the general public at
least, that the church’s stance on suicide is that it is an unforgiveable sin. To put
it bluntly: if someone commits suicide they will never go to heaven.

Well I'm here to tell you that | take offense to that. Taking your life is
never the right choice, but it does not mean you're not going to heaven. As we
learn more and more about suicide, we know that many people are not in their
right minds when they make this decision. Like Jordan, many people who com-
mit suicide have had a long history of depression, or Bi-polar disorder. A suicide
in this situation is an affliction of this disease, more than it is a deliberate act. A
God of compassion and love would never say “no” to someone in so much dis-
tress and pain. Just as a church of compassion would never say no to a family
that needed a safe place to say goodbye to a loved one who was a victim of
such an act. Let me declare this in front of everyone....I will never be a part of
a church that would have such a policy!

| have to admit that after | got off the phone with this dad | was speech-
[ m less. Overwhelmed by his pain and loss, angry and upset with that church, and
# $ wondering in my heart just what healing words | could say to help this family get
through this valley. All weekend | struggled. All weekend | found myself men-
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o ters, “G.O.D.” written in a rather angry font. Near the casket were pictures of
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Greetings Friends,
Devotional Thought from Matthew 7: 1-6
! “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. % For in the same way you
judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will
be measured to you. * “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in
your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? *
How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your
eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? °® You hypo-
crite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see
clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye. °“Do not give
dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they
may trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.
Do you ever wonder why Jesus challenges us with things that
are so hard for us to either understand or except and apply to our life?
It is so easy to forget about our relationship with Jesus and start doing
things not only that evil one loves, but also turns us into someone who
we are not. Jesus was pretty cut and dry in His teachings. You either live
by His words or you don’t. This is an issue for a lot of us because when we
start a relationship with Jesus and actually start reading His words we start to
customize what fits for our life and what doesn't fit.

In my life and knowing what Jesus did for me on the cross, and realiz-
ing that Jesus’ life really doesn’t matter to a good chunk of this world is a bit
heart breaking to me. There are times when | see things on TV or read some-
thing in the paper that ignites a fire in my belly to the point of anger where |
completely forget about this verse above. Sometimes, | forget instead of mak-
ing a pre-conceived notion about someone’s life that | can first take a deep
breath and ask God for clarity and how I, a follower of Jesus should respond.
Friends, there are probably a lot of things people do that annoy us or make us
angry or disagree with because it is against God’'s Word. We may even find
ourselves judging someone without even getting to know them first. So as you
finish reading this, where are you with your own walk with God? Can you say
“l, as a believer in Jesus am reading and living by His words every day of my
life"?

You know, if there ever is an argument for the Pharisees, the only one
I can make is that they had the Old Testament memorized and knew all of it
through and through. Now once Jesus came on the scene and fulfilled the law
and the prophets by living the way He lived, Jesus threw them for a loop. All it
takes is loving Jesus with our life and living by His words. His words..... This
past Sunday Pastor Brook asked us during his sermon to develop a memory
verse for our life, a verse that we can live by, a verse we can pass to our chil-
dren and family. For this to happen what do you and | have to do? We have
to be in the Word folks. Once we are in God’s word, it is then that we begin to
see what God has for our life. When you have that memory verse, just don't
stop there and close God’s Word, continue to read more and more, not so that
you would be like the Pharisees who had everything memorized, but so that
you would have God’'s Word on your mind all day long to help others around
you understand what a follower of Jesus actually looks like.

Reading Gods Word with you,
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Fr27 7 am -4 pm Avera McKennan Class (
Sa28 6pm Worship 1
Su 29 8:45am Adult Sunday School
9am Sunday School
10 am Worship
11 am Coffee Fellowship gty O\
Wel 6:30 pm Supper o @”;% ‘
7 pm  Youth Groups R =
7 pm Parenting Class iy
7 pm Choir
Sa4 6pm Worship §

Su5 8:45am New Member Class & Adult SS
9am Sunday School
10 am Worship
11 am Coffee Fellowship -
11 am—Noon Pick up Super Bowl Sub orders
5:30 pm Unbinding the Gospel study
Mo6 7pm Cub Scouts
Tu7 7pm All Ministry Committees mtg.
We8 7am—5pm  Avera McKennan Class
6:30 pm Supper
7 pm Confirmation, Youth Groups
7 pm Parenting Class
7 pm  Choir
Th9 1pm Ruth Circle at Alice Wells’ home
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Remember all of the kits that were collected and assembled
for the 2011 Ingathering? It was reported that all the kits collected in
South Dakota last year were sent to Sudan for distribution. The total
cash value realized from Ingathering 2011 was $420,000.
Now it’'s time to begin collecting supplies for 2012 kits. White
Sales are big in January and February so this is a great time to work on
Health Kits.
1 hand towel (15" x 25" up to 17” x 27", no kitchen towels)
1 wash cloth
1 comb (large and sturdy, not pocket-size)
1 bath size bar of soap (3 0z and up)
1 tooth brush (single brushes only in original wrapper, no child size)
6 adhesive plastic strip sterile bandages

$1.00 to purchase toothpaste (Purchased at the time of shipping to in-
sure freshness.)

Pack everything in a 1 gallon zip lock bag. All items must be
new and exactly as listed. Please also include $1.00 per kit for ship-

ping.

Alin the Famils ...

Dean Mehlurm//in memory care; Judy Miles in Omaha; Dean
Mohr, Doris Harter, Dan Vigness and Becky Olsen having cancer treat-
ments; Betty Yeager , recuperating at home; Gladys Laursen , moved to Ari-
zona,; Keith Bahr , rehab in a nursing home; Darold Borman, rehab in Denver.
Judy Miles’ birthday is Feb. 13. Birthday greetings may be sent to her at Qual-
ity Living, Inc., 6404 N 70th Plaza, Omaha NE 68104.
Our sympathy to Elsie McBride whose sister passed away January 11
and to Bob and Kathy Weisser . Bob’s mother passed away January 21.

% Y ...to Adam Burnison for repairing the toilet in the nursery.

x sy .10 Denny & Rosella Fernau for hanging new blinds in
THaNK, Yo0UI" e library.
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During January and February Outreach Committee 72

will be collecting nonperishable food and personal care

products for Feeding South Dakota (Food Bank). Look for
a box in the narthex where donations will be received.

Cont'd. from pg. 1
Jordan. There was one of him sitting on his potty chair in the bathroom...
asleep. Pictures of him with family....laughing. And then | saw it...that tattoo
again. Jordan was about 25 or so, and he had his big forearms crossed (he
played football in high school) and you could see the tattoo loud and clear. |
was taken aback at first by what it said, “No one can judge me but God!”

As soon as | saw the words | was hit by a wave of sadness. | pon-
dered the judgmental society we all live in. | thought of all the judgmental
thoughts that we all have when we see someone different, when we see some-
one struggling with depression or Bi-polar disorder. It's amazing how people,
when we don't understand something, will often jump to conclusions about
them. And then another wave of thoughts overcame me, and | knew then that
I did have something to share from God’'s heart. The question was when to
share them.

As | went through the service, | could feel God encouraging me. And
near the end of the service, | just felt it. It was time to share this thought from
God. | stepped in front of the broken and tear-stained crowd and shared
about how | couldn’t help but notice Jordan’s tattoo on his forearms. A tattoo
that read, “No one can judge me but God.” | then shared that | thought Jordan
was right. That God does judges him and all of us. At this moment you could
literally hear the family and friends hold their breath. You could see the fear
and puzzlement on their faces. “Uh Oh...he’s going to say it. He’s going to
say that suicide is an unforgiveable sin and that Jordan will be....” But then |
shared the words | had received from the heart of God... “You know what
God judges Jordan? God judges Jordan....loved. Lo ved by each and
every one of you and loved by the God we know in an  d through Jesus
Christ. And that tattoo will be there for eternity "

May we all learn to accept God’s judgment as we offer it others.

Your pastor, loved and always working on it,



Super Bowl fans you have one more opportunity
this Sunday, January 29 to order your Super Bowl
Subs. A 12" sub is selling for $12.00. Select from
three filling options.

Italian Style American Style
ham, salami, pepperoni ham and cheese

Order forms are posted in the attendance registers or you
may call the church office to place an order. Orders may be paid at
the time of pick up in the church kitchen Sunday, February 5 be-
tween 11 a.m. and Noon. Proceeds benefit the 2012 mission trip
team.

American Style
turkey and cheese
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In February Hilltop will offer new opportunities to grow as a
disciple of Jesus Christ. On Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. be-
ginning February 1, we will offer an eight week parenting class
geared for parents of older elementary children and teenagers.
Both the choir and those going to the study are encouraged to join
the youth for supper at 6:30 p.m. Child care will be provided as
well as activities for elementary age children.

“Unbinding the Gospel” is the study offered Sunday eve-
nings from 5:30—7:00 p.m. beginning February 5. This wonderful
study is for Christians who want a hopeful, powerful, joy-filled way
to learn to share their faith with others.

A new member class will be offered Sunday, February 5
and 12 at 8:45 a.m. in the library. If you feel God leading you to be
a part of the Hilltop movement, come join us for this introduction
and/or visit with Pastor Brook about how you can join Hilltop UMC.

Sign up for any or all of these classes in the register of at-
tendance books. Get on the class lists soon to facilitate planning
for meals, child care and study materials.
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The Nebraska Wesleyan Choir, under the direction of Wil-
liam A. Wyman, will present a concert at First United Methodist
Church Saturday, February 11 at 7:30 p.m. The choir will be wrap-
ping up a Midwestern tour along with a special performance at a
prestigious music educators conference in Madison, Wisconsin.
This concert is open to the public.
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Pastor Brook and Lay Leader Bonnie Andersen invite mem-
bers of all the ministry committees to a Ministry
Team Workshop Tuesday, February 7 at 7:00 p.m.
At this meeting we will chart a path for each working
committee for 2012 and set you free to help Hilltop
UMC grow in 2012. And just which committees are
ministry committees? If you are on Worship, Out-
reach, Nurture, Education or Radical Hospitality Committees you
should attend this meeting. An email and/or post card reminder will
be sent to everyone who should attend the meeting.

" 0

A craft and bake sale will be held in conjunction
with the UMW Soup and Pie Supper on Saturday, Febru-
ary 18. All donations of crafts will be appreciated, and
now is the time to go to work on those crafts to have
them ready in time. Questions about the craft sale may
be directed to Shirley Francis.

omp and Pie Suppes
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Sign up sheets will soon be available for donations of soups
and pies for the supper. Cash donations are also welcome as well
as workers for the kitchen and dining room. Please be generous.
The proceeds from this UMW project help to fund their mission pro-
jects and to provide camperships for HUMC children to attend Bible
camp in the summer. Besides that, it's a good time of fellowship for
diners and workers.



