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God gives to serve others?   If the purpose of our church is to be a blessing, on 
which of these ways of blessing should we give priority:  1. The church should be 
a blessing to me, or, 2. the Church should be a blessing to the world.  How would 
I describe the status of my own spiritual vitality?  Do I invite and then listen to the 
promptings of God’s Holy Spirit?  Am I much growing in friendship with God?  
Am I growing more familiar with God as we converse in prayer?  Am I growing a 
bit more each week into God’s likeness?  Do I see a living friendship with God as 
more an asset or liability to how I want to live my life?  And when the last page of 
the last chapter of my life has been written, will the legacy I leave be a long list of 
rich, tragic, painful, and victorious stories of my following the promptings of God’s 
powerful Holy Spirit?  Or will I have, instead, content myself with projects that 
challenged little of my needs to control things, little of my pet sins or grudges, 
little of my estranged or coasting friendship with God, or in short, little of me.     
 Churches are simply gatherings of individual souls.  So I do not ask if 
you think our church is vital and alive, I am asking if you, personally, are alive?   
People are easily faked out or dismissed, but God is NEVER faked out, and 
deals in truth and love.  Thus, in a time of prayer, I am asking you to invite God’s 
Holy Spirit to come into your spirit, and once there, ask God to show you areas in 
your life to which God has already brought vitality, and then reveal areas that still 
await God’s holy and compassionate renewal.  Ask what next steps God wants 
you to take toward that renewal.  Are there plans or adjustments to schedule or 
budget that these steps may require?  Does someone need to be released with 
your forgiveness?  Do you need to ask someone’s forgiveness?  What immov-
able objects might you need to ask God to move before you can proceed?  What 
immovable objects might God want YOU to move but only with His power?  Then 
ask the Holy Spirit to give you that needed power.  The next day things will have 
likely changed a bit, as will be the case each day.  So, go ahead and repeat the 
illuminating and empowering work of prayer each day.  Each day seek to know 
from God, “What are my first and next few steps today?”   
 May God bless you with the renewal  you and each individual soul of our 
congregation requires, so that Christ’s life in us will mature into a familiar and 
ebullient out pouring of blessing to our world. 
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 It’s no surprise to anyone that this winter has brought unprece-
dented expenses for snow and ice removal.  Just in December and Janu-
ary our cost is over $3,000.  It was imperative that we have the pile of 
snow at the north end of the parking lot hauled away after a neighbor-
hood child fell off of it.  In the past, other problems have been associated 
with a similar pile. That, alone, was near $1,000. The heat pump that 
heats our offices had gone out in the frigid weather of January, water 
pipes froze to the heater in the north east entrance and now we learn that 
the big pump that heats the sanctuary must be replaced.  Any additional 
giving that would be directed to these projects would be very helpful in 
keeping the budget under control as we wait “patiently” for spring. 
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1/30 & 31/2010    -    153 

Sunday School  -  50 

� �	
!����	��	!�"��� �#	$��%�&	"&	'�����!	�(���#	)� � �#���	* ��+ 	

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ ����������������	��������������

����
���������� ��������������	��������������
�����
��������������� ����������������������������	�
�������� ��������������������������	�����������������	�
���� �������	�����������
������������������
������������ ��������������������������������������������������� ����	����������������������������������������
�������� �������������������� ��!�	������������������������� �"����	��������������������������������#�
�������
������ �������$����%���&	���������������������'�����&	����� ������������������������������������#�

)�%�	��	�	 �"��,-����	���	$�"����	
��������&	$$$� �����!��+�+��	

 Warm Winter Greetings!  I pray your day is going well and that you are using 
extra care and caution on the snow.  Later today I will have to snow blow off my 
driveway.  Yesterday here in Sioux Falls we got close to four inches.  I wasn’t happy 
to see more snow but honestly it was nice that it was just a regular kind of snow, 
unlike most of the precipitation we have received so far this winter.  Specifically, it 
was not snow mixed with rain, snow mixed with ice pellets, rain that froze a thick 
layer of ice on  every vertical and horizontal surface and then turned to snow, snow 
that  came down sideways in a blizzard, or snow that had already fallen but was then 
whipped into a zero-visibility ground squall toward dangerous wind-chills.  But yester-
day we enjoyed a beautiful four inch blanketing of soft fluffy snow. 
 By way of news from the head office in Mitchell, it was announced that the 
Minnesota Annual Conference in 2012 will share a Bishop with our Dakotas Annual 
Conference.  This will not be a merger of the two Annual Conferences.  Rather, that 
the two Conferences will remain separate and distinct, and simply share the same 
bishop.   As you probably know, United Methodism divides our country into geo-
graphical regions called Jurisdictions, and within each Jurisdiction are several 
smaller regions called Annual Conferences, each one presided over by a Bishop.  
Each annual conference is made up of smaller geographical regions called districts, 
each one presided over by a District Superintendent.  Within each district there are 
located several local churches.  The bishop of an Annual Conference and its District 
Superintendents make up what is called the Cabinet.  The cabinet works together to 
appoint (send) all the pastors associated with its Annual Conference to serve its 
many local churches.  Because of the shrinking size of the number of United Method-
ists in our country, the denomination has indicated that most of our several Jurisdic-
tions had to reduce their number of bishops by one.   In our North Central  Jurisdic-
tion it was announced that we will share a bishop with the Minnesota Conference.  
That  means that the one bishop will oversee two separate cabinets of District super-
intendents, and separately preside over the once a year session of the Dakotas An-
nual Conference, and the once a year session of the Minnesota Annual Conference.  
It also means that pastors associated with the Dakotas Annual Conference will con-
tinue to be appointed to churches of the Dakotas, and likewise, the pastors of the 
Minnesota Annual Conference to the churches of Minnesota. 
 While most people do not much care for surprises , it seems that Dakotans 
are especially averse to them.  Thus, our Dakotas Conference has been preparing 
for just such a downsizing over the past couple years, and have incorporated some 
of those preparations into the new conference structure we have just a few months 
ago moved into place.  I like the driving philosophy of the new structure because it 
states that each church is assumed to be self responsible for the spiritual health and 
growth of its members, a responsibility shouldered not primarily by the pastor, but 
rather shared by pastor, individuals that make up the congregation, and the cabinet 
that appoints the leadership .  It further assumes that churches that take little or no 
initiative to grow and mature will be asked to consider closing.  Then members of 
those dying churches who actually DO have an interest in connecting to and obeying 
God, as well as maturing and attracting others to the spiritual glow of such like 
minded fellowship, can begin attending a church where this is the common and ac-
cepted practice.  People from those dying churches, who have little interest in chang-
ing much of anything about their neglected, if comfortable, connection to God, who 
rarely feel compelled to personally extend to anyone the gospel  of our Lord Jesus, 
can finally end the bothersome and costly invitations to grow in God’s likeness, help 
with God’s work, or share in its costs. 
 The measuring sticks by which church vitality will be measured will be ap-
plied to ours, and every church in the Dakotas, starting in just a few months.  As that 
day approaches, perhaps a few questions for our honest consideration are appropri-
ate.  What do I understand to be the purpose of our gathering at Hilltop?  Do I see 
the vitality of our church as having more to do with how well it anticipates my needs, 
and then serves and comforts me with specific attention to my personal preferences, 
or does our vitality have more to do with how well I and each of its individuals are 
growing in love with God, and then from that loving friendship, are obeying any call 
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��	��� � Dan Vigness Deb Gruenig, Bob Kennedy, 
Mary Oster, Elaine & Danice , cousins of Eldon Hagen, Joan 
Thayer,  cousin of Kay Hummel, Millie Blake, whose mother 
passed away in January. 
 Jackson Davis Cabral was born to Jason and Crystal 
Cabral Friday, January 29, in Raleigh NC.  Proud grandparents 
are Mark & Marcia Kozel .  Congratulations to all. 


��	�����   
�  to Jay Goehring for replacing a broken belt on the air handler. 
�  to Linda Hagen, Judy Miles, Frank Black, Pastor Dan, 

Sharon Ellis , and Bill Hoffman for work and donations to re-
turn the former parsonage at 1304 S. Bahnson Ave. to rentable 
condition. 

�  to Dean & Helen Mohr, Jim & Wade Ricketts , and Roger & 
Alice Wells for delivering Meals on Wheels in January 
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 The UMW ladies request donations of chili, soups, BBQ mix, 
pies, bar cookies and angel food cake.  Recipes for  chili, the soups 
and BBQ mix can be found on the counter across from  the kitchen 
serving window.  Please be generous.  Those whose c hildren benefit 
from the camperships will want to be supportive of this event. 
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� A quilt hand made by 
Shirley Francis, Elsie Vernon, 
Janice Yauslin, Bonnie Andersen, 
Betty Faris and Anne Seely will be 
available for silent auction bids.  
Anyone who has craft items or can 

create some things by Feb. 27 is invited to donate to 
the craft sale.  Bakers, start checking through your fa-
vorite recipes. Donations of baked good will be happily 
received by the committee. 
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 A Bible study on heaven and hell will be lead by Pastor Dan 
beginning Saturday, February 6 at 7:30 p.m.  David Blair and Pam 
Christensen will host the Bible study at their home, 303 W. Rose 
St.  The eight week study will conclude  Saturday, March 27.  Con-
tact Pastor Dan for information about the study and call Dave & 
Pam at 336-9215 to let them know you will attend. 
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Th 4, 11,18  12:30 Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Sa 6, 13, 20 2:00 Logos Band  
  6:00 Worship 
  7;30 Bible Study—Heaven & Hell 
Su 7, 14, 21   8:15 am    Traditional Worship 
  9:15 am   Coffee Fellowship 
  11 am     Logos Worship 
Mo 8, 22 9 a.m. Quilting 
We 10, 17, 24 6:15 Supper for Youth 
  6:45 Youth Groups 
  7:00 Choir 
We 10, 24 6:30 Confirmation 
We 17, 24 5:30 Lenten Meal at Wesley UMC 
  6:30 Lenten Service 
Su 7  9:30 am   Outreach Committee mtg. 
Tu 9  11:30 am    UMW Birthday Party 
  6:00 Brownie Scouts 
We 10  8:30-3:00 School Nurses 
Th 11         1:00  Ruth Circle at Betty Faris’. 37 00 E Peony Pl #305 
Su 14  9;30 am Trustees mtg. 
Mo 15  9 am Sarah Circle 
Tu 16—Sa 20 Directory Photo Sessions 
Th 18  7:00 Esther Circle 
Fr 19  6:00 XYZ 
We 24  8:00 Administries Council mtg 11
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Greetings Friends 
    On Sundays after church and lunch I usually go home to watch a 
football game or some kind of sporting event.  I am sure most of you 

know the only football game played yesterday was the Pro Bowl which 
started later in the evening.  I ended up not watching the game, but 
leading up to the time when the game would have started I enjoyed 
doing nothing.  I found myself turning through the channels looking for 
something to keep my attention since football wasn’t on and found golf 

on CBS.  The golf tournament was being played in San Diego, CA.  I 
have never been to CA, but seeing the lush greens with the ocean in the back-
ground and warm sunny skies made me feel pretty warm, that is until I looked 
outside my front window. �   
 So where was I, oh yes that’s right, golf.  Playing golf is great, but 
unless it’s the Masters or you have a strong following of one the athletes you 
really have to dedicate a lot of time to sitting down and most importantly staying 
awake to watch it.  It was maybe twenty minutes of sitting on my couch when I 
found myself battling to stay awake as I watched.  As I began to get more com-
fortable, watching golf turned into a short nap, and wow was it great!  When I 
woke up golf was still on and even a little more interesting than it was before 
because it was almost done.  Here is a good comparison.  Golf is like watching 
NASCAR, It is fun to watch for the first few holes, and it is fun to watch for the 
last few holes but that in-between time is really somewhat boring.   I found my-
self in a nice nap in that in-between time, and honestly I couldn’t think of any-
thing better to do at that given moment.    
 When we look at the life of Jesus we can see that there were times 
when he needed to take a break from teaching and being around people.  If you 
have stayed awake up to this point, I want to ask you a question.  During your 
week do you have moments where you set aside time to sit down and do noth-
ing and just relax to recharge your battery. If you don’t have time to relax during 
the day, I hope you can find time to think of an area of your day where you can 
add time to relax.  Brothers and sisters, I know I don’t have all the answers, but 
one thing I have come up with is this.  In my own life if I don’t take time during 
the week to relax, I know I will get burned out. I want to challenge you all with 
this very task.  Take the time after you read this to look at your daily schedule 
and make an appointment for yourself in various parts of your week to relax, 
catch up on some reading, take a walk, go fishing, watch a movie with your fam-
ily, play in your garden, spend time in the scriptures, try cooking a new recipe, 
pray, email an old friend, go for a nice drive, take a walk in a park ect….  I think 
you get the point.  Take time during your week for your own spiritual growth, 
and take time during your week for you, it doesn’t matter if it is as little as fifteen 
minutes or an hour or two  It is not selfish to relax every once and while.  I have 
seen how consumed our lives can easily become and the last thing I want to 
see happen to you all is for you to go through life missing out on the great 
things life can bring, little great things like relaxing not worrying about tomorrow 
or the next thing to do on your list.  Take time for yourself, you deserve it.   
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 The choir has begun rehears-
als for the Palm Sunday Cantata to be 

presented at Hilltop UMC, Sun., March 28.  Choirs 
from all Sioux Falls UM Churches will be involved.  
Hilltop rehearsals are at 7:00 p.m. every Wednes-
day. 
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