The Spirit

Though the mercury in the thermometer is still a bit thick in the
bottom of the tube, | have enjoyed seeing plates of packed snow and
ice on our street being softened and cut by little trickling rills heading
for the curb. | have also heard a few more birds chirping lately.
Though | don't think it's quite time to plant the potatoes yet, it does
seems only a matter of time before the ice of winter will loose traction
on the streets, and not the tires on my car.

| know the severity of winter this year has seemed especially
withering on the spirits for most of us. For instance, the other day our
church’s choir director, Beth, asked me to sing one of the solo parts
for our combined church Easter cantata. Yah, that's what | said in my
s head too, “I guess the snow and ice and sub-zero temps and light
deprivation and shoveling and dicey streets and sidewalks finally got
to her, so much so, in fact, that she’s asking me to do a solo in the
cantata.” Poor girl. Anyway, the part she asked me to sing depicts
the contrast of attitudes between Jesus and the disciples in the gar-
den of Gethsemane, just before Jesus is betrayed and arrested. As
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you probably know, the disciples carry into the garden from the just
finished “last supper” a disturbing statement by Jesus, that one of
their close company of twelve will betray Him. Peter’s protective and

(#( ) * * masculine ire is raised and he declares that he would die for Him be-
! fore he would deny Him. Before leaving the table they all promise

their allegiance to Jesus, and then head to the garden of Geth-
- semane. But if the defensive and protective postures of the disciples
were elevated as they came into the garden, so too were their blood
2/6 & 7/2010 - 129 $. 3 sugar levels, hav_ing just finished a big Passovgr meal'. Thus, even
Sunday School—51 though they had just pledged to never leave Him or His cause, the
2/13 & 14/2010 - 156 heaviness of their eyes to sleep seemed more compelling than the
Z/SZL?ngazyllszc(illo%I-—(ligG pleas of Jesus to stay awake and pray for Him and themselves. In
the song, the disciples assure Jesus not to worry, that they will always
stay at His side, that they will take a nap now, sure that whatever hap-
pens “God’s will be done.”

Jesus, on the other hand, could not only see in high definition
B B o detail the violent tortures about to be unleashed on his body, He could
W#S% & IHS%( feel the even greater emotional and spiritual tortures that would slash
g‘f&sﬂw ' . * ))Zr I #e bleeding wounds into His tender and compassionate soul. But if He
' "I+ (( declines His appointed path of suffering, he would also decline the full
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Dakotas UM Camp brochures have arrived packed full of
camps for all ages and all interests. Forget about the piles of snow
and the frigid weather and set your sights on summer \‘W,
fun at one of the great camps offered at Lake Poinsett, : &J
Storm Mountain Center or Wesley Acres. It will be a VANE
great time to make new friends and grow in faith. The &j“lq\ﬁ
best way to register for camps is online at®fPORTUNITIES
www.dakcamps.org . Registration deadline for Early Bird pricing is
April 27. All fees for the camps must be paid by that time to qualify.
All HUMC children will receive a campership equal to 1/2 of the Early

Bird registration fee. Please let the church office know about camp
registrations so that we can pay your campership by April 27.

YOG _
The building was buzzing with activity last &
week as folks came for their portrait settings and pic-
tures were taken. For those who were unable to come for a picture
last week and will submit their own picture, they need to be mailed or
delivered to the church with $10.00 included by March 5.
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Thanks to those who have given extra for snow removal and
heating system repairs and who attended the breakfast fundraiser
Sunday. At this point expenses are near $6,000 and we will likely
have more snow removal expenses. Gifts received are approxi-
mately $1,300.

)8 +  ( UMW Seup anc Pie

Linda Hagen has put together a Supper
fundraiser through Schwan’s to help
cover some of our expenses. Orders
for Schwan’s products must be placed
by March 1 for pickup Saturday, March
6 from 1—3:00 p.m. in the church park- # $
ing lot. A catalog with order forms is % &

available on the shelf across from the
kitchen serving window. Linda will take
orders the evening of the Soup Supper
and Sunday, Feb. 28 after both ser-
vices. Anyone who would like to order
gift certificates in denominations of $5,
$10, or $25 must call 1-888-724-9267
and use ID # 27225 to insure the
HUMC fundraiser gets credit.
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Crraic amal Bake Sale




Th25 12:30 Prayer Shawl Ministry
7:00 Cub Scouts
Sa27 2:00 Logos Band
4:30-7 UMW Soup and Pie Supper, Craft and Bake Sal e
6:00 Worship
7:30 Bible Study at Blair/Christensen home
Su28 8:15a.m. Traditional Worship

9:15 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9:40 a.m. Sunday School
11 am Logos Worship

We3 5:30 Lenten Meal at Wesley UMC

6:15  Supper for Youth

6:30 Lenten Service at Wesley UMC

6:45  Youth Groups

7:00 Choir

8:00 SS Teachers/Ed.Comm. mtg.
Th4 12:30 Prayer Shawl Ministry

7:00 Cub Scouts
Fr5 7am—4 pm  Avera McKennan class
Sa6 2:.00 LogosBand

6:00 Worship

7:30 Bible Study at Blair/Christensen home
Su7 8:15am. Traditional Worship

9:15 a.m. Coffee Fellowship

9:40 a.m. Sunday School

9:50 a.m. Outreach Committee mtg.
11 a.m. Logos Worship

Mo 8 9a,m. Quilting

Tu9 1.00 UMW
6:00  Brownie Scouts

We 10 5:30 Lenten Meal at Wesley UMC
6:15  Supper for Youth

6:30 Lenten Service at Wesley UMC ' .

6:30 Confirmation 1 ( \

6:45  Youth Groups 191 +

7:00 Choir 0 &
Th 11 12:30 Prayer Shawl Ministry

1:00 Ruth Circle
7:00 Cub Scouts
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Lifestyle transition experts help seniors prepare for the move
from their home to a retirement living center.
March 2 at Noon—Get in the groove before you Move (Lunch and Learn)
March 9 at Noon—Spring into the Downsizing Mode (Lunch and Learn)
March 16 at 2:00 p.m.—Celebrate your Freedom Years (Dessert Bar)

Call Bonnie or Jason at Trail Ridge, 339-4847, to make reservations

Hin the Zs

Lutheran So%’ [ Services recognized Hilltop UMC as 2009
Distinguished Congregational Partner. HUMC has worked closely
with LSS for over two years to provide a safe and structured atmos-
phere for young children after school and during the summer. Sev-
eral Hilltoppers attended the awards banquet Thursday, Feb. 4 when
the award was presented. The plaque that was presented to our rep-
resentatives will be displayed in the building.

Jeff and Tanya Salzman were presented the Cross and
Fame Award at the 8:15 a.m. service Sunday, Feb. 21. Sponsored by
the General Commission on United Methodist Men, The Cross and
Flame program gives recognition to adult leaders who have given ex-
ceptional service in the use and promotion of programs for young
people. In recognition and appreciation for years of leadership of
the Cub Scout troop sponsored by HUMC, this award was presented
to Jeff and Tanya.

A special thank you to Betty Yeager, Bonnie Andersen,
Barb Cooper and Tami Meeker for volunteering to staff the office
Feb. 8—11 so | could spend a week with my granddaughter in Hous-
ton. | truly appreciate that a request in The Spirit or weekly bulletin is
all it takes for volunteers to come forward.

Dan Vigness, Deb Gruenig, Bob Kennedy, Mary Oster,
Larry Baker
Brent Weidler, Andrew DeVaney
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Hilltop’s Summer and After ()
School Programs have openings for o
students in grades Kindergarten #$$ <
through Middle School. During the ' :
school year students are picked up at| = —
Cleveland, Rosa Parks, Harvey Dunn -+ +,390
and John Harris Elementary Schools.|= ! [/ ;° 2; >
In the summer kids come from many ? 40&"%"6
different schools. After School tuition e
is $35 per week and summer tuition -+ +3 (0 %
is $85 per week full time. Part time = ) />
slots are available as well as partial ? $0#% 6
and full scholarships. Call Chesiree (@(2(
at 951-1484 to register or for more 1"0s$ () <0$
information.
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and complete salvation of the human race from damnation and
death into everlasting life. He was at once unwilling to go through
the violent crushing of His very living human body, and yet was
also unwilling to concede to Satan the punishing damnation of His
beloved human race for their countless sins. In the song He
breaks the stalemate of his own divided will by declaring to His
Father, “Thy will be done.”

The disciples and Jesus each prayed, “God’s will be
done,” and yet the heart attitude held by the disciples was miles
apart from the one held by Jesus. Jesus was working from a big
picture, perhaps more accurately, THE big picture—The crushing
of His body for the salvation of the entire human race and the ulti-
mate defeat of all evil. The disciples, on the other hand, saw a
powerful teacher, spiritual leader, compassionate healer, and the
best friend they had ever known. Perhaps He was even someone
as extraordinary as “The Son of God.” But when they prayed,
“Thy will be done,” it was with the unspoken understanding that,
yes, God can count on their obedience or participation in God’s
divine will, but only as far as the limits of their human mind, ex-
periences, and strength can inform and motivate them. Anything
beyond that, God is on His own. And for our part, we would like to
think we would make ourselves measurably more available to the
work of God after we have prayed, “Thy will be done,” than did
Jesus’ first disciples. It's obvious we do not. As others have
pointed out, if | were to tell our congregation one Sunday that in a
city in a country hostile to Christianity, God has marked out
10,000 people who are presently ready to begin a trusting friend-
ship with Jesus. All God needs to accomplish this is for 20 people
to volunteer to prepare for the trip and then go. The only catch is
that there is a good chance that no one would return. If | posed
that invitation to such a dramatic sacrifice, there might actually be
20 people who would feel the surge of the Holy Spirit inside, and
then consent to accept the invitation. But if | said to our congre-
gation there are 70,000 in our own city who are prepared to begin
a trusting friendship with Jesus, and that Jesus is asking our con-
gregation’s members to be on their knees each morning at 5:00
for the souls of these 70,000, how many of us would God end up
meeting each morning in prayer? And then how many would
there be after only a week?

Do we feel less anxious about sharing our faith with head
hunting cannibals than with a friend at work? Are we as apt to
share with a total stranger some good thing God has done for us,

as we are to share about good things we really like about a favorite
restaurant? Are we as likely to invite someone to join us at church
as we are to ask someone to join us at a fitness center? With which
are we more comfortable--inviting to pick up someone for a night at
the symphony or a morning praising our living God? Why are
these situations so hard for us? Perhaps like the disciples we sim-
ply don't see God’s well informed big picture. Perhaps we can't see
the well masked pain of even our good friends. Perhaps we don'’t
smell, or even believe in, the horrors of damnation from which
Christ has saved us by nothing less than His own violent and bloody
death. Perhaps we are tired of our part in the constant struggle be-
tween good and evil for living human souls. Perhaps we have
grown dull to Jesus’ several and clear warnings that our participa-
tion or neglect in the conflict will have eternal impact, both on the
souls of the people for whom Christ calls us to contend, and of
course, our own. But if these are some of our present spiritual
struggles, perhaps like the early disciples we, too, can mature past
them into a faith that extends considerably beyond our limited hu-
man capacities.

Soon after Jesus’ resurrection and ascension into heaven,
the power of the Holy Spirit was released in the disciples. Suddenly
that which they couldn’t do by their own will, or know by their own
intellect, or see with their own eyes, they could now know, and see,
and choose to do through the power of God. And oddly though they
had to become even more dependent on God to do God’s impossi-
ble, unreasonable, and sacrificial work, with God’s Spirit released in
them it actually got done. Fast forward from the garden of Geth-
semane to the end of Peter’s life and compare. At Jesus’ trial a ter-
rified Peter denies three times that he even KNOWS Jesus. At the
end of his life, Peter, condemned to die by crucifixion, requests to
be hung upside down since he is not worthy to die the same way as

his unspeakably glorious Lord Jesus. Are you
In‘/ite asking qu to release in you the power of His
Someone Ho_Iy Spirit? Are you asking God through His
el Spirit to reveal how He would use you to reach,
not the whole world but just one other? Life in
the Spirit changes everything, whether facing a
crucifixion, or just picking up someone for
church.




