But at that moment a very much greater dynamic will be in play: we will
see and feel the immeasurable weight of God’s glory and power and
knowledge of all things. Every effort of spiritual growth we took on,
every sin we fought, every part of our thoughts we disciplined into obe-
dience to Christ, every request for the release of the Holy Spirit in us to
break the power of our own sins, every exercise of God’s spiritual gifts
we used to expand God’s Kingdom, all of these bits of life well lived in
God’s Spirit and more will be revealed to the applause of all, and the
happy appreciation of even almighty God. In that moment we will not
have to wonder what things in life, or in life everlasting, are most impor-
tant. We will not be trying to figure out if Godly character is worth the
trouble required to embody them. We will see them as part of God's
own glorious Self and their value will be more than obvious.

When death is past, and the most intimate details of your life
and mine are publicly revealed, will they express a heart in awe of God,
and a life dedicated to sharing that awe with others, or just uncover
large and decorative candy canes?

EAST SIoUX CLUSTER LENTEN SERVICES

%ﬁ) Wesley United Methodist Church
1700 E. 6th St.

March 17
“His Last Supper” Luke 22:14-23
Pastor Steve Ziebarth
March 24
“His Trial”  Luke 23:13-25
Pastor Keith Nelson

5:30 p.m. Lenten Meal  6:30 p.m. Lenten Service

An Easter cantata by Pepper Choplin
Presented at Hilltop UMC
By combined choirs of Sioux Falls area
United Methodist Churches
Sunday, March 28, 2010 at 4:00 p.m.
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The Spirit
Dawn's Desk

Greetings to all!

| pray your life is going well enough and that you are contending
faithfully for our Lord Jesus in your important corner of the world God is
seeking to save.

Sioux Falls, like much of the northern Midwest, has a four seasons
climate. I've noticed over the years that about three weeks in advance of
any season there are clear forerunners of it's arrival. | have been telling
myself and others for the past month that it would only be a
matter of time before the temperatures would demand the
deep packs of ice and snow to give way. Thankfully it seems
the time has finally come for these words to move from hope
to reality. For a couple months our mail box has existed as a
small black door, framed and peering out to the street from
the side of a massive white drift. In the last week or so the
drift has melted down so far as to even reveal the little red
flag on the side of the box, a very good sign of spring indeed.
Through this snowy winter one of my little personal challenges has been to
keep as much of our full sidewalk and driveway clear of snow as possible.
To do that | first had to find, under each newly fallen blanket, the meeting
points where the driveway meets the sidewalk. Once | had found those
points | could get the snow blower pretty close to the edge of both the drive-
way and sidewalks. After the last week of melting, those little corner points
which have played hide-and-seek with me all winter were clear and plain as
day.

Jaime was pointing out on the way home the other day how funny it
was that the melting drifts in people’s yards were revealing some of the gi-
ant Christmas lawn ornaments buried in the Christmas and New Year's bliz-
zards. Though they are finally becoming visible, they are still irretrievable
from the deep and icy snow drifts. Imagine the surprise of people as they
read in the Home section of the paper, “In Sioux Falls this spring, the trend
in lawn and yard ornamentation for the month of March will be candy
canes.” Who knew?! Of course one of my favorite sightings in the last few
days emerged from under the high but now receding drift of snow along our
driveway, and that is grass, and green grass at that.

Somehow the melting snow pack of a seemingly endless winter
seems an apt picture of life. Part of the brilliant genius of Jesus’ teachings
is that He invites us to view life not just from the stand point of someone in
the pulling throws of living it, but also from the position of someone who has
just stepped past its final completion and is now looking back and evaluat-
ing its merits. It's as if Jesus invites us to live in our present now, with a fre-
guent and steely consideration towards how we will evaluate today’'s life
choices, once this life passes into life everlasting. When that moment of
passing occurs, the snow pack that covered over the residue of our lives will
begin to melt and will not stop until every thought, act, musing, enmity,
learning, accomplishment, struggle toward likeness of our Lord Jesus—in
short ALL of our life—is fully revealed. The somewhat disturbing part of all
this deeply personal revelation is that Jesus teaches it will not be a private
affair—each item will be fully accounted for in front of everyone. The likely
outcomes of shame and embarrassment as well as appreciation and grati-
tude for our thoughts and actions towards one another will be considerable.
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Last year it just wasn’t 23 people raising money for the Alaska trip. With-
out the efforts of the entire church over the course of seven months the trip may
not have happened. | know at times it seemed like the fundraising was never
ending, but during those crazy times 23 people bonded together and formed a
unity that could not be broken. We are all aware there are some important deci-
sions to be made about the church parsonage. Let's strive to be united in these
decisions and united as brothers and sisters in Christ seeking God’s guidance
and wisdom. Since | have been at HUMC | have had the pleasure of watching
youth and adults grow not only in their faith but in relationships as they work to-
gether for the cause of Jesus Christ. For fundraisers that are planned | can say |
am excited for the results and the bonding and teamwork that will come from
them. As we all get involved in raising funds for our parsonage, building, parking
lot and bus, let’s always have an attitude of doing them for the cause of Jesus
Christ and nothing else.

| pray that all of you will have a great week.

211 3 HUMC will observe Camp Sunday, April 11, but
don’t wait to register for your favorite camp online at
/ www.dakcamps.org. Early Bird deadline is April 27.
'$ Notify the church office of your camp registrations.
' 11 Camperships available for all HUMC children.

A in the Homity..

Dan Vigness, Deb Gruenig, Bob Kennedy,

Mary Oster, Larry Baker, Steve Whittier, Joanna Hoe fert

Hilltop UMC members assembled 131 health kits to be de-
livered to the UMCOR depot. These will help replenish the supply
depleted by the Haiti earthquake emergency. Thanks to all who
donated supplies and packed the kits.

Congratulations to Cari Larson on completion of her
course work and clinicals. She is now a nurse anesthetist.

+

We would like to thank all those who donated food, cash,
crafts and baked goods and worked for the Soup Supper and craft/
bake sale. Thank you, also, to those who came and enjoyed the
food and fellowship that evening. The combined profit was $1,908.
We could not get this accomplished without the faithful backup
work that Judi does with the advertising and Sharon does getting
Fellowship Hall ready. Thanks again.

umMw

Who will be the winner this year? Prepare your chili and
bring it in a crock pot for serving. The more chili the better. Sam-
ple all the entries and vote for your favorite. Come out for a great
night of fun, food and fellowship. Free will offering.

Bring in your donations for the annual rum-
mage sale now through April 8. Any item large or
small, we want it all. Indoor and outdoor items,
clothes, furniture, pipes, tires, cars, trucks, lawn mow-
ers, toys, tools, kitchen supplies. If you have questions about a do-
nation call me, we want it! A Schwan’s truck will be in the parking
lot that day as well.

Please contact Jeff Gould if you are willing to plant flowers
at the Madison Green House on Saturday April 24™. 16 people are
needed for this day.

Sheila Freed will serve a Soup and Sandwich lunch on May
2" at Noon. Free will offering.

All donations of baked good will be appreciated.

All Proceeds from these fundraisers will go toward the par-
sonage, building, parking lot, and bus.
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Th11 12:30
1:00
7:00
Sal1l3 2:00
6:00
7:30

Sul4 8:15am
9:15am Coffee Fellowship
9:40 am Sunday School
11:00 am Logos Worship

Mo 15 9am

We 17-Th 18
5:30
6:15
6:30
6:45
7:00
12:30
7:00

6:00
8 am—1 pm  Pine Wood Derby

2:00
6:00
7:30

8:15 am

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Ruth Circle

Cub Scouts

Logos Band

Worship

Bible Study at Blair/Christensen home

Traditional Worship

Sarah Circle

Avera McKennan Class
Lenten Meal at Wesley UMC
Supper for all Youth

Lenten Worship at Wesley UMC
Youth Groups

Choir

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Esther Circle

XYz

Logos Band

Worship

Bible Study at Blair/Christensen home
Traditional Worship

9:15 am Coffee Fellowship
9:40 am Sunday School
11:00 am Logos Worship

6:00
9am.
1:00
6:30
5:30
6:15
6:30
6:30
6:45
7:00
8:00

3rd Annual Chili Cook-Off
Quilting

UMW Mission Team mtg.
Cantata Rehearsal

Lenten Meal at Wesley UMC
Supper for all Youth

Confirmation

Lenten Worship at Wesley UMC
Youth Groups

Choir

Administries Council




