When you pound your fists in anger or frustration — pray.
When your heart is filled with joy — pray.

Make prayer a way of life. Make listening to God a way of being. And
make living out the kingdom of God your goal.

Prayer Is the Soul's Sincere Desire (UMH #492)
(to the tune of Amazing Grace)

Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire, unuttered or expressed,
The motion of a hidden fire that trembles in the breast.

Prayer is the burden of a sigh, the falling of a tear,
The upward glancing of an eye, when none but God is near.

Prayer is the simplest form of speech that infant lips can try;
Prayer the sublimest strains that reach the Majesty on high.

Prayer is the contrite sinners’ voice, returning from their way,
While angels in their songs rejoice and cry, “Behold, they pray!”

Prayer is the Christians’ vital breath, the Christians’ native air;
Their watchword at the gates of death; they enter heaven with prayer.

O Thou, by whom we come to God, the Life, the Truth, the Way:
The path of prayer thyself hast trod; Lord, teach us how to pray!
Amen and amen.

Please contact Jeff Gould if you are willing to plant flowers at the
Madison Greenhouse on Saturday, April 24". Four more people are
needed to fill the crew for this day.

Place orders for Schwan’s products by April 26th to be delivered
to the church parking lot May 1 from 1—3 p.m.

Sheila Freed will serve a Soup and Sandwich lunch on May 2™ at
Noon. Free will offering.

All donations of baked good will be appreciated.

All Proceeds from these fundraisers will go toward the parsonage,
building, parking lot, and bus.

Saturday, June 12
Departing the church at Noon for a 6:10 p.m. game
17 tickets remaining - Cost $42.00 Non-refundable
Payable to HUMC by May 9
Includes transportation on a luxury Forman Charters coach
and admission to the game

Jo Flesner is joining a Volunteers in Mission team from the North
Central Jurisdiction on a mission trip to China June 14—30, 2010. She
requests prayer support for her as she travels and for her family at home.
Southern Hills UMC is hosting a Hot Dog and Chili Feed, Sunday, April
25 at 12:30 p.m. in their Community Outreach Center to help Jo raise
needed funds. A free will offering will be received and a handmade quilt
will be auctioned after the meal.
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3/27 & 28/2010 - 187 Sunday School—62
4/3 & 4/2010 - 265
4/10 & 11/2010 - 175 Sunday School—61
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The Spirit

Dakotas Diary

“Pray then in this way:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”
(Matthew 6:9-10)

There’s a great ad on television that I've seen recently that | really like. It first
shows a mother pushing a child in a stroller. The child drops a toy and man walk-
ing by picks it up and hands it back to the child, and the mother looks grateful. In
the next scene the same mother is walking out of a coffee shop and when she sees
a coffee cup perched precariously on the edge of a table, she quietly pushes the
cup away from the edge. Someone oversees that act and offers a hand to a man
who has fallen. And on and on it goes. As someone sees an act of kindness, they
are inspired to act kindly to another.

At the end of the ad we hear these words:

“When a person does the right thing, we call it responsible. When an insurance
company does it, we call it ----------

Now | know it's an ad for an insurance company, but | still like the
thought. And what | like about it is that it reminds us to do the right thing — to walk
the talk — to live out what we claim to believe in our everyday life and actions. Per-
haps we could put it this way:

When a Christian does the right thing, they are living out the kingdom of God.

“Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”

When | pray the Lord’s Prayer, this tends to be the line | skip over rather
quickly, and move on to “daily bread”, and “forgiveness”, and “temptations”. But |
shouldn’t. For just as the first line of this prayer is a declaration of our faith, this
second sentence reminds me to look toward the bigger picture — the coming of
God'’s kingdom here on earth. For prayer has the capacity to shape us in the ways
of God.

As Christians, we are called to do everything we can to bring in the Kingdom
of God. We are called to be Christ’s hands and feet to the world and to embody
God'’s love — God'’s grace — God's justice — God’s compassion — in everything we
say and do. We ought to be doing “the right thing” simply because it IS the right
thing — it is what God would have us do.

In Richard Foster’s book, Prayer: Finding the Heart's True Home, we read
this:

The true prophetic message always calls us to a spiritual defiance of the
world as it now is. Our prayer, to the extent that it is fully authentic, under-
mines the status quo. It is a spiritual underground resistance move-

ment. We are subversive in a world of injustice, oppression, and vio-

lence. Like Amos of old, we demand that “justice roll down like waters, and
righteousness like an ever flowing stream” (Amos 5:24). We plead the case
of the orphan and the widow, or whoever the helpless ones are in our con-
text. In our prayers and in our actions we stand firm against racism, sexism,
nationalism, ageism, and every other ‘ism” that separates and splits and
divides (p. 247).

Friends, can you imagine what this world would be like if we all lived as
though God’s kingdom were already here?

As you pray this Disciple’s Prayer this week, listen for ways God may be
nudging you. In fact, try offering a prayer as you read your morning newspaper, or
as you watch the evening news. Make prayer a way of life.

When you are frightened — pray.
When you are grateful — pray.
When you are touched by the beauty of God'’s creation — pray.
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Register for your favorite camp online at www.dakcamps.org.
Early Bird deadline is April 27. Please notify the church office of your
camp registrations to help us pay your camperships on time. Cam-
perships equal to one half the early bird fee are available for all
HUMC children.

The VBS theme this year is & # ( O#  ( :<3= >73
?((=% &: ! Board the starship Galactic Praise to see our awesome

universe—and our awesome God—in a whole new way.
The fun begins Sunday, July 11 and ends Wednesday,
July 14. Supper will be served at the Astro Bistro at 5:30
p.m. every day and VBS activities run from 6—=8:00 p.m.
Each galactic mission includes a Bible story in the Good
News Galaxy, along with science activities at the Orbital Observatory, mu-
sic at Moons & Tunes, art projects at Cosmic Crafts and games at Rocket
Rec. Go to the HUMC website to register under the events menu or, during
the month of May, pick up a registration form from Sunday School teach-
ers. Get your friends registered and bring them along.

Volunteers to be teachers and helpers, please contact Jann Malde
or Beth Rygg. You are needed!

Your Spirit could be delivered by
email. Let us know in the office if
you are interested in helping us
save postage.

Have you dropped your land-
line in favor of a cell phone?
Please share your new phone
number with the church office.

Dan Vigness, Bob Kennedy, Mary Oster,

Steve Whittier

Larry Baker passed away March 24. His funeral was held
at HUMC March 27. Our sympathy to Heather, Brent and Beth.

We learned from former member, Mary Ann Motter , that
Hal Fitch, son of Rev. Harold Fitch , passed away recently. Our
sympathy to the Fitch family.

Congratulations to Bailey Breems , daughter of Jeff & Do-
reen Anglin , who was named an Academic All Star by the Argus
Leader. Bailey is a senior at Roosevelt HS.

I'm so excited about the roll fundraiser. We really rolled in
a lotta dough!! (Oh no! bad pun alert!!l) We made somewhere be-
tween 60—380 dozen caramel and cinnamon rolls for Easter. To be
honest, | completely lost count after we hit 60 some. We used over
100 pounds of flour, 28 pounds of brown sugar, a bunch of butter
and powered sugar and enough yeast to raise the parsonage off its
foundation. We figure we made over $900 but we have more fro-
zen cinnamon rolls left. We'd like to thank everyone for helping
support our fundraiser, and we invite anyone who's interested to
shag up any of the extra rolls that are in the kitchen freezer. It's on
the honor system, so donate whatever you like and just stick the
check in the little mailbox by the office. There are purple baking
instruction sheets on top of the fridge that also have recipes for
caramel and frosting. Thanks to everyone for your support and
generosity!!

Speaking of generosity...Thank you, Bill.

Thank you to everyone who helped set up the sanctuary for
the Palm Sunday cantata performance and then returned every-
thing to its usual place. The cantata was well attended and a
blessing to all who listened and to all who were part of the perform-
ance.

Thank you to Dean & Helen Mohr, Kay Hummel, Bonnie
Andersen, Roger & Alice Wells for delivering Meals on Wheels
March 29, 30 and 31.

During a time like this we realize how much our church fam-
ily and friends really mean to us. Your expression of sympathy will
always re remembered.

So many people worked very hard to prepare for and run
the rummage sale April 10. Proceeds from the sale totaled
$1,651.62. Thank you to everyone who donated sale items, to
everyone (especially Chuck & Shirley Francis and Barb Francis)
who worked for days ahead to price and organize, and everyone
who worked during the sale. Don Vanderlip used his pick up to
haul many large items and Pastor Dan helped with loading. Every-
one went home at the end of the day Saturday satisfied that it had
been a successful event.
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On April 25th Phil Olson from Community Outreach will speak at
both services about the prevalence of homelessness in our community
and the impact it has had on multiple families with children. He will
share information about a new program called Genesis, which is making
a positive impact on local working poor families.

Th15 7:00 Esther Circle
7:00 Cub Scouts

Fr16 Noon Union Gospel Mission Luncheon
6:00 XYz

Sal7 2:.00 Logos Band
6:00 Worship

Su 18 8:15am Traditional Worship
9:15 am Coffee Fellowship
9:40 am Sunday School
11:00 am Logos Worship
9 a.m. Sarah Circle
6:15  Supper for Youth
6:45  Youth Group
7:00 Choir
7:00  Scouts Pack mtg.

Madison Greenhouse Trip

2:00 Logos Band
6:00  Worship
8:15 am Traditional Worship
9:15 am Coffee Fellowship
9:40 am Sunday School
11:00 am Logos Worship
9 a.m. Quilting and Needlework
7 am—7 pm  City Run Off Election polling place
7 am—5 pm  Avera McKennan class
6:30 Confirmation Banquet
7:00 Choir
8:00 Ad Council

Th29 7am—5pm  Avera McKennan class
7:00 Cub Scouts




