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The Spirit

Dawn'es Desk

Greetings Friends,

| saw a refrigerator magnet some time ago that said, “What in the world
are you doing for heaven’s sake?” Although not used much today, it used to
be a common expression, used often by mothers upset at their kids (as when
a mom discovers her young daughter applying a facial mud pack to the family
dog in the bathroom, using dirt from mom’s garden, water from the toilet, and
the floor as a mixing pallet). When properly used, the phrase can convey to
the beloved child a behavior-halting mix of surprise and concern. On occa-
sion, it may even further lead to a few fleeting seconds of self-reflection on the
part of the child. This magnet, however, depicted with the words a few Chris-
tian symbols, conveying a different meaning more along the lines of, “What
are you doing while in this world, that will benefit God’s heavenly Kingdom?”

And since we're on the question, what on earth ARE you and | doing for
heaven’s sake? Our answer to this question will speak volumes about our
understanding or misunderstanding of how God desires we spend the hours
of our lives. Or is the better question not HOW we spend the hours of our
lives but with WHOM? Jesus summarized his own ministry: bringing good
news to the poor, healing of sight for the blind, release of the captives, protec-
tion or relief to the afflicted and abused, and the declaration of God'’s favor.
The writer of the book of James says true religion is summed up as helping
widows and orphans in their distress, and keeping yourself undefiled. Jesus
gives us the answer key to the final test by which each soul will be judged: |
was hungry and you gave/did not give me food. | was thirsty and you gave/
did not give me something to drink. | was naked and you clothed/did not
clothe me. | was a stranger and you took/did not take me in. | was in prison
and you visited/did not visit me. The lopsided trend here is embarrassingly
obvious—If you want to concern your heart with things that concern the heart
of God, you will start with compassionate attention to the poor, the least, and
the lost of our human family.

| say embarrassingly obvious since most of those who are described by
such labels are rarely in our attractive and well appointed church facilities full
of our own well dressed, socially appropriate saints. Somehow we believe
“those people” should be the ones to make the effort to come to us for help.
Oddly, Jesus has it in His head the other way around, evident from His com-
mand to us to “Go into all the world. . .” The responsibility to discover the
needy and then initiate a relationship with them belongs to us; WE are the
ones mandated to go to THEM!

From knee deep in the sewer pit of humanity, our compassionate God
weeps, holding to His heart each in the human family who are broken, ad-
dicted, irresponsible, and poor. From the pains and fears He feels in each
broken human soul in His arms, God to calls us, His community of blessing,
His Church. Through tears, God begs us to bring to the aid of each one in His
embrace, the attention of our educated minds, the use of our
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<. = Greetings Friends,
= | hope all of you are doing well. Just the other week | got a chance
T 7= to get outside into our yard to do some weeding, transplanting, and
_©— Orass cutting. | think the worst part of yard work is getting rid of last
4= year’s dead leaves and flowers. |tend to let the dead stuff lie around
g until spring, because | guess it protects the plants for new growth. (At
= — least that is just what | heard) After | finished the weeding | did some
Q.. transplanting. My favorite flower is the Alaska Shasta Daisy. When
~£=== we moved into our home three years ago, the first few plants | bought
were daisies. This spring | decided to break the plants up and spread
% them out among the rest of the flower bed. As | began breaking up
a few plants | was surprised to see how tightly knit together the
roots were. This frustrated me because it took more energy to break up the
roots than to dig the hole and plant. As a week has gone by | am happy to
see the transplanting has been a success. With a little water and tender lov-
ing care | should see some buds by June.

When | look back on this day | can't help but reflect upon the apostle
Paul who was so grounded in his faith that nothing could get in his way of
giving glory to God. Paul's roots in Christ were fed all the time by giving
praise and worship to God. Paul had a knack for sharing the good news of
Jesus Christ everywhere he went. So what about you? Where are your roots
grounded? Do you find yourself getting fed every day, once a week, or
maybe never? We live in a society where it becomes extremely easy to for-
get about our relationship with Jesus. The evil one knows how to reach us in
a way that will distract us from our purpose of loving Jesus on a daily basis.
Folks, the only way, the only hope, the only prayer we have at ever being
able to hold our ground against the evil one will be if our roots are firmly
grounded in the teachings of Christ.

I know the daisies | planted and transplanted are going to be beautiful in
about a month, only because they are planted in good soil, have great roots,
and will be watered and tended regularly. Before | close | want to ask you
one more time, where are you roots planted? Are they planted in Jesus, or
are they planted in things of the world?
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Your church family is proud of your accomplishments
and would like to share in your celebration. Please send an an-
nouncement, open house invitation and picture to the church for
a display board. High school graduates will be recognized at the
8:15 a.m. worship service May 2.

Congratulations

S
Having canceled the UMW May Brunch, the group has decided to meet
in Fellowship Hall Tuesday, May 11 at 9:30 a.m. The morning will be spent
making receiving blankets and school bags. It will be appreciated if some
members can bring a portable sewing machine. Everyone bring a sack
lunch.

Board the starship Galactic Praise to see our awesome universe—and
our awesome God—in a whole new way. The fun begins Sun-
day, July 11 and ends Wednesday, July 14. Supper will be
served at the Astro Bistro at 5:30 p.m. every day and VBS activi-
ties run from 6—8:00 p.m. Go to the HUMC website to register <
by clicking on the Super Nova icon or, during the month of May,
pick up a registration form from Sunday School teachers. Get
your friends registered and bring them along.

Volunteers to be teachers and helpers, please contact Jann Malde or
Beth Rygg. You are needed!
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A Bible study based on the book “Becoming the Answer to our Prayers”
is being held at the home of David Blair and Pam Christensen, 303 W Rose
St., Saturday evenings at 7:30 p.m. Pastor Dan is leading this study that is
open to everyone.
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Th29 7am—5pm Avera McKennan Class
7:00 Cub Scouts
Sal 8am—Noon Pre-Conference mtg. at Asbury UMC
2:00 Logos Band
6:00  Worship
7:30 Bible Study at Blair/Christensen home
Su2 8:15am Traditional Worship HS Grad Recogn ition
9:15 am Coffee Fellowship
9:30 am Board of Trustees mtg.
9:40 am Sunday School
9:50 am Outreach Committee mtg.
11am Logos Worship Confirmation
Noon Soup and Sandwich Lunch
We5 7am—4pm  Avera McKennan Class
6:15  Supper for Youth
6:45  Youth Groups

7:00  Choir ' .
8:00 SS Teachers and Ed. Comm. mtg. 5("
Th6 7am—4 pm  Avera McKennan Class 5:1 +

7:00 Cub Scouts
Sa8 2:00 Logos Band

6:00 Worship

7:30 Bible Study at Blair/Christensen home
Su9 8:15am Traditional Worship .

9:15am Coffee Fellowship #

9:40 am Sunday School Sat., June 12

11 am Logos Worship Depart at Noon for
Mo 10 9am Quilting & Needlework 6:10 p.m. game
Tull 9:30am UMW 13 tickets available

6:00  Brownie Scouts $42.00 per person
We 12 7am—5pm  Avera McKennan Class _ hon-refundable

6:15  Supper for Youth includes transporta-

6:45  Youth Groups tion and admission

7:00  Choir to the game
Th13 7am—5pm  Avera McKennan Class Payable to HUMC
1:00  Ruth Circle by May 9
: > < ?

Soup and Sandwich Lunch
Sunday, May 2 at Noon
Free Will Offering

Purses, bags, totes, bas-
kets and many other items are
available from Shannon Dake.
= She will donate 25% of sales

Sunday, May 16 9 a.m. to Noon to the HUMC repair fund. See
Donations of baked goods appreciated  the products Wed., May 5 from
Free Will Offering 7:30—8:30 p.m.

Dan Vigness, Bob Kennedy, Mary Oster, Heather Baker
and Beth Farnsworth, Shirley Hawks  was hospitalized at Sanford.
Brent Weidler, Andrew DeVaney

Dear Friends in Mission:

A massive earthquake on January 12 devastated Haiti, taking thousands
of lives and leaving more than a million in need of water, food, shelter and
medical care. Within hours, United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR) friends like you responded with prayers and gifts. Thank you for
your gift of $1,461.88 through The Advance, the designated giving channel
of The United Methodist Church. Because of your support, UMCOR is able
to address not only immediate needs, but also the long-term recovery of
those whose lives have been shattered.

Roland Fernandes and Shawn Bakker, UMCOR
Dear Friends:

Thank you for the health kits that you provided to the Midwest Mission
Distribution Center in March. These items will help us provide aid to people
who are experiencing proverty or other devastating events in their lives.
Your support and generosity are greatly appreciated!

Pat Wright, Executive Director

Thank you for your wonderful Bible donation! What a blessing. These
will certainly be put to good use in our new chapel which we are hoping to
open in the next month. Thank you and God Bless!

Christy Menning, Director of Develoment

Thank you for all the kindnesses extended to me during Administrative
Assistant’'s Week. Working here is a real blessing to me.

Judi Zikmund
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Matt & Leanne Ernster will join the wrestling team from Matt's alma mat-
ter, Northwestern College, on a mission trip to the Czech Republic May 22—
June 5. They are requesting prayer and financial support for the trip. Any-
one interested in providing financial assistance contact the church office for
more information.
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deeply blessed incomes, and the willing interruption of our carefully organ-
ized schedules. But too often we cannot hear, distracted as we are from so
proudly congratulating ourselves for fashioning such worthy lives as our own
from the metal of our own hard work and excellent moral choices. It must be
hard to be God sometimes—walking beside, and holding the pains of the
world’s poor and broken, while those who have promised to do anything they
can to help you, turn you down because they are on their way to hear a fa-
mous preacher talk about doing the will of God. It's probably enough to
make a heavenly Father want to bark, “What on earth are you doing, for
heaven'’s sake?”



