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The Spirit

Daw's Desk

Warm Summer Greetings!

As the summer begins, | pray you are finding meaningful ways to
serve our Lord Jesus and enjoy yourself. | am looking forward to some
“renewal leave” time away this July. Some of it will be spent up at
Grandma'’s cabin to get some much needed time alone with God, get a few
cabin chores done, and hopefully get in a little fly fishing down the road at
Deerfield Lake. | also hope to take a trip with my mom to Reno to visit her
brother. | hope your plans include plenty of enjoyable activity, rest, and
some prayerful connecting to God.

The other day | was reading a book by Francis MacNutt, which he
simply titled “Healing.” In it he makes an interesting observation:

“Christianity is more than Doctrine; it is power. It is power to trans-
form our lives, to destroy the evil that prevents us from loving God and
our neighbor. Jesus came to bring us a new life, a share in God’s own
life. We have always believed these things, but where is the reality of
it? Where is the power that truly changes lives?

What we have done all to frequently has been to take the good
news and turn it into good advice. The good news is that Christ has
come to help us enter into the very life of his Father and to transform
us by his power into new persons who can love and rejoice and help
the poor in a way far beyond our own capabilities. In contrast, good
advice is to hold up a Christian ideal of life and service, and then to
say: “Here’s the ideal; now use your willpower to achieve it.” In short,
we are tempted to preach law rather than grace.”

| like that provocative thought—is my life a living publication of
what most people would consider “Good News,” which no human can offer
without the help and power of God? Or, do | instead see my faith more
along the lines of “good advice,” which IS humanly possible for me or my
church to offer without the help of the Holy Spirit, and widely available from
most newspapers, a good friend, and millions of internet web sites? Espe-
cially in our mainline denominations, we have worked hard to distinguish
ourselves from those spiritual brothers and sisters of ours which we per-
ceive as irrational, out-of-control religious wackos. Those who foul the
reputation of “Christian”, and the power of the Holy Spirit, to fake miracles
for personal gain, and for doing so with bad hair come to mind..

While such an impulse does actually have a small amount of foun-
dation in fact, most prayers for the miraculous are prayed by the ordinary
of all walks and stations of life. And most of the countless, miraculous,
and life changing answers to those prayers, while leaving each recipient
forever and joyfully marked by God’s amazing grace, will never be beamed
across anyone’s cable channel network. It's one of those instances where,
as Someone great once said, we shouldn’t “strain at a gnat and swallow a
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Sa26 2:00p.m. Logos Band
6:00 p.m.  Worship
7:30 p.m. Bible Study at Blair/Christensen home
Su 27 8:15a.m. Traditional Worship
9:15a.m. Coffee Fellowship o
9:50 a.m.  Outreach Committee mtg. g
10:30 a.m. Logos Worship
5:00 p.m. Serve Salvation Army Canteen =
Mo 28 9a.m. Quilting and Needlework o
We 30 6-8:00 p.m. Youth Supper at Church e
6:30 p.m.  Women’s Study =
Sa3 2:00p.m. Logos Band
6:00 p.m.  Worship
7:30 p.m. Bible Study at Blair/Christensen home
Su4 8:15a.m. Traditional Worship
9:15a.m. Fritzemeier's 60th Anniversary Celeb ration
10:30 a.m. Logos Worship
Mo5 7:45& 9 p.m. Church League Softball games
We 7 7:00 pm. Education Comm.mtg.
9 p.m. —Midnight Youth at Thunder Road
Sa 10 2:00 p.m. Logos Band
6:00 p.m. Worship
7:30 p.m. Bible Study at Blair/Christensen home
Sull 8:15a.m. Traditional Worship
9:15a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9:50 a.m. Board of Trustees mtg. ' 9
10:30 a.m. Logos Worship 8('8:! +
Su 11—We 14 5:30 p.m. Vacation Bible School - &
Mo 12 9a.m. Quilting and Needlework
7:45 & 9 p.m. Church League Softball games
We 13 9 a.m. UMW Mission Team
2ot (-
"(+- '#3%81
YOG
1 $< '
<1l= "+ "
I"# <1 9 ' $3%0
$% & ( ) >?(+ 6 -@
it A (
$% & o0 <+ +-2, $
(- ( B3$81
N G A6" 8( " -
" @8 (
QUGB +:-+)

Mary Gster, Heather Baker and Beth Farnsworth
Dreesman, Frank Black, Alice Wells.
Clayton Rees, Clayton Peters, Brent Weidler, Andrew

, Donna

DeVaney

Congratulations to Meredith Gould who was named 1st runner up in the
Miss America’s Outstanding Teen for South Dakota pageant in Hot Springs
last weekend.

Jaedyn Anne Blair , daughter of Sean & Jaime Blair was baptized at
HUMC Sunday, June 20.
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Thank you to everyone who donated to the Children’s Miracle Network.
We raised almost $300 on Sunday, June 13. As a side note, the guest pas-
tor's wife wanted to know why we chose this organization. She was inter-
ested because their 4 year old daughter was born with 2 holes in her heart.
Their family had been a recipient of a help request from CMN! They were
very moved and thrilled to be able to participate with us in our meal.

Since everyone really enjoyed the Oven Baked French Toast here is the
recipe.

Basic Recipe:

Cut French bread into slices and place in
1 loaf French Bread

cake pan or similar baking dish. Whisk

1 cup Milk remaining 6 ingredients, then pour mixture
2 cups Half & Half over/in between the slices. Refrigerate

2 T. Sugar covered overnight.

1t Vanilla

1/2 t. Cinnamon
1/2 t. Nutmeg

Topping:

2 sticks Butter, melted
1 cup Brown Sugar

2 T. Karo Syrup

Mix by hand until butter is well blended
with other ingredients. Pour over/in be-
tween the French bread slices. Let it set
for a few minutes. (It will seem as though
1/2 t. Cinnamon the _breqd can not absorb qnything more,
1/2 t. Nutmeg but it will...and your pan will come out

Choice of chopped nuts or cléanerin the end.)
raisins, etc. is optional

Bake at 350° for 40 minutes. | like to cover it with foil for the first 20 minutes,

uncover for the last 20 minutes for a golden brown top. The finished product
is very much like bread pudding—but slightly different.

Enjoy and thank you,

Libby Gould



camel.” Just because a few abuse their amazing privilege to come freely and
openly to almighty God in prayer doesn’'t mean God, therefore, wants to send
every praying heart away. Nor does it mean that we shouldn’t bother God with
any but the most dire needs, and then of those, expect God to answer only
those which our rational minds can imagine God answering without going to
miraculous trouble.

In contrast to this notion, Jesus commands us as His Spirit-filled follow-
ers to go into whatever places of our daily lives and bring with us God’s irra-
tional, crazy love for the human family. When we encounter someone whose
life is damaged or broken by whatever circumstance or someone’s choice, we
are to pray for their need for healing, no matter how deserving we personally
might judge them to be of that healing, or how likely to occur such healing might
be by any natural or supernatural means. Damaged and broken lives have a
way of repelling people and their meaningful human contact of touch, conversa-
tion and even eye contact. The damaged person understandably starts to feel
invisible, not mattering to anyone, and possessing inconsequential value of
soul. Mother Teresa said this kind of poverty of the soul, the poverty that
comes from being unloved, neglected, or taken into account by no one, is the
worst. Because if someone is hungry you can give them some rice and for a
time their hunger will end. But the poverty of being unloved is not so easily
slaked.

So let’s say there is some woman named Mary, a single teen mom who
struggles with her addiction to alcohol. As a result she has spoiled most of her
job references, destroyed her credit, and finds herself married to a wine bottle,
and survives with the graces of women'’s shelters and soup kitchens. She used
to have dreams, kids, relationships. Several friends fell away when she con-
fided she was pregnant. When she could no longer keep it together with the
kids, and had them taken away by the state, her feelings of failure were over-
whelming, and her life began coming apart. Some friends quit calling because
they knew she was going through a hard time, and didn’t want to inadvertently
hurt her feelings, nor did they feel comfortable at the awkward possibility of hav-
ing nothing in common to talk about. As time passes she is taken into account
by fewer and fewer people; her pain deepens, a pain not even the hard stuff can
numb. Now these years later, the few friends she still recognizes around town
won't even make eye contact with her when they see her at the convenience
store, or keeping warm in the library. One of them apparently was a Christian,
or at least she came to serve at the soup kitchen with a group from some Meth-
odist church in town. What Mary wouldn’t have given for some meaningful indi-
cation that she mattered to someone. But her old middle school friend nerv-
ously offered instead some small talk to the person serving next to her on the
serving line, something about all the shopping they had to do the other day to
get the right sox for her daughter’s softball uniform. In all her nights in the
street, Mary could not remember feeling more alone and dismissed as she did
at this moment.

Let me ask you now, what would be “good news” to Mary at this mo-
ment? The glop of goulash on her tray? Well, it will set the grinding hunger
back several hours, so that's good but temporary. The “God bless you” from
the last person on the serving line? Definitely a word that brings hope that

someday, God actually will bless her. She senses that God does look after her,
but the light of hope has been getting dimmer by the month. But then as she
was eating, one of the volunteers sat down across from her, smiled and intro-
duced herself, and then asked how her day was going. It was easy for Mary to
protectively pass it off as more small talk from another Christian busy making
herself feel good about herself. But this lady was different. She actually looked
Mary in the eye as they talked. She listened, really listened. She even asked
Mary how she felt about some of the things she was going through, and her
struggle with alcohol. It wasn't a long conversation, but inside, Mary felt abso-
lutely golden. Then her new friend surprised her buy asking if she could pray
for her. As she prayed for Mary’s healing from her inordinate desire for alcohol,
the safety and care of her adopted out child, wherever she lived, Mary could not
wonder at the warm tears in her eyes. What did surprise her is that a few days
later, her new friend saw Mary in the library and brought her a McBurger Queen
value meal, with an order of fries big enough for the two of them to share, which
they did over a whispered conversation about what she needed while staying at
the shelter that would make her life better. The next day Mary wept with joy
over the gift of a whole package of thick warm socks, and a bottle of lotion for
her hands.

Three women, all from the same church. One doesn’t even acknowl-
edge the presence of Mary, one says, “God bless you” to Mary, and one that
shares her self by listening, giving, praying for healing, and then doing her part
of the answer to her own prayer.

Jesus calls us, His followers, to bring to the poor and broken of this
world something they will clearly identify as “good news.” It will almost certainly
come in the form of prayer for healing, and a friendship of kindness that makes
obvious the faith in a loving God from which those prayers flow. | mean put
yourself in Mary's shoes, do you think she’s suffering from a lack of “good ad-
vice,” or a good friend who wants to show what a loving God means by “good
news?” Sometimes something as miraculous as being healed from alcoholism
must be preceded by the gift of friendship, and a package of thick socks.
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