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11/12 & 13/2011—199   Sunday School—77 
11/19 & 20/2011—181  Sunday School—78 
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 Angels.  We imagine them to be little fairies running around trying to 
earn their wings by speaking words of encouragement and granting wishes.  We 
place them on the highest points of our tree, and dress them in lily white 
robes.  But when I was a child the angel I witnessed wore 
moccasins with holes in the  soles,  smoked camel ciga-
rettes (even though he tried desperately to quit), and wore 
an old coat that my mom claimed even a hobo wouldn’t 
wear.   Most angels I had heard about came from heaven, 
but my angel seemed to be about as grounded as anyone 
I’ve ever known!   
 As I read the stories of Jesus’ birth, I am struck by 
the prevailing attitude of the world…fear! It’s interesting to 
me how much that hasn’t changed. Fear still seems to rule our day. 80 years ago 
the angel “Franklin D. Roosevelt” stared into the fear of the great depression and 
said, “We have nothing to fear but fear itself!”  And yet 80 years later…it’s seems 
fear still reigns. 
  It certainly reigned in Jesus’ time.  And it’s interesting how God chooses 
to alleviate that fear.  God decides to send angels!   “Fear not!  I have come to 
bring you good news!”  the angel Gabriel proclaims.   And  as I read the gospels, 
I’m struck by how busy the angels seem to be.   They seem to be working over-
time, rushing from one dark corner of the world to the next, and all the time shar-
ing the same message: “Don’t be afraid!”    In Matthew, it takes 3 “don’t be 
afraid's” for Joseph to finally get it!  In Luke, Zechariah hears it first, then Mary, 
and finally, a gaggle of shepherds on a hillside are told to "fear not."   But even 
the angels can’t persuade the world to stop basing their lives on fear.   It’s only 
as God becomes flesh and  takes on the swaddling clothes of this world, that 
people are finally persuaded to trade in their lives based on fear, for ones based 
on love.   
 This morning as I ponder angels,  I can’t help but smile as I think of the 
image of my Dad as an angel.   He’d never get the part, but he certainly played it 
in my life.   I can’t count the times he whispered “Do not fear!” into my ears. But 
this morning there’s one incident that prevails.  It was the odd December night 
that my Dad stopped a fight between the two biggest guys in Wagner…the 
Smith  Boys (I've changed the name here!) .  
 The McBride family was getting ready for Christmas.   We were stringing 
popcorn and cranberries. We were making cookies, and listening to Bing Crosby 
sing “I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas.”  Suddenly,  the phone rang.   It was 
for Dad…as usual.  Someone needed some help… as usual.  But what was un-
usual was that this call was from the police.  It seemed the Smith boys were 
about  to have a big fight and the police wondered if Dad would come by and try 
to talk them out of it.  Now this was exciting stuff!  As Dad got up to go, I jumped 
up and beat him to the car.   I had to see this!  The Smith boys were infamous in  

Cont’d. on pg. 2 
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Installation of Officers.  Bring a sample of your favorite Christ-
mas goodies to share.  Enjoy an evening of Christmas music 

and fellowship 
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Cont’d. from pg. 1 
Wagner.   And if they were about to fight, well, I was going to witness 
it!    Dad hopped into the car and took one look at my pleading eyes and said, 
“OK…but you’ve got to stay in the car and keep the doors locked.   And what-
ever you do….don’t tell Mom. This could get pretty hairy.”   
 As we arrived at the scene, it was getting more than hairy.   One of 
the Smith boys had a knife in his hand, and the other looked like he might 
have a shotgun!   But Dad didn’t even hesitate, he walked right in between 
the boys, and said, “Hey, come on now, you really don’t want to do this do 
you?”   They talked a while and then the next thing I knew Dad was on his 
knees!  I couldn’t believe it.   “You mean to tell me he actually thinks he’s go-
ing to get the Smiths to pray?” I whispered to myself.   But guess what?  15 
seconds later, the Smiths were on their knees.  And 2 minutes later Dad got 
up, took the gun and knife, gave them to the police,  and the Smith boys were 
hugging each other! Gospel truth! 
   As Dad got into the car, he let out a huge sigh of relief and said, 
“Whew! I never dreamed that was going to work!  But I just couldn’t think of 
anything else to do!”  And then he whispered, “Now remember, don’t tell your 
Mom!”   Well I did. Sorry,  Dad!  
 This Advent season, let us give thanks for those in our lives who 
have taught us to “fear not!” Who have taught us to bow at the manger of 
love and base our lives not on fear, but on the one who loved us so much 
that he wrapped himself in swaddling clothes and laid himself in a manger.  

Your friend and Pastor… kind of proud to be a PK today, 
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� Hilltoppers are responding generously to the 2012 
stewardship drive.  Hearts are open to support the ministry 
of Hilltop UMC.  As of this writing 65 pledges have come in 
for a total of $177,300.  A total of 82 pledges was received 
for 2011 with $189,351 the pledged amount.  HUMC is on tract to ex-
ceed 2011 pledges.  Thank you to everyone who stepped up to in-
crease your pledges.  
 Members were asked to consider an extra pledge to a building 
fund so that Trustees can proceed with needed repairs and upgrades 
to the building and grounds.  Building Fund pledges total $1,630 at 
this time.  All extra gifts to the building fund will allow Finance Commit-
tee to direct stewardship pledges to the ministries of education, mis-
sion and outreach.  Please return your pledge cards as soon as possi-
ble so that Finance Committee can move forward with a balanced 
budget for 2012.  If you have misplaced the card that was mailed to 
you, cards are available in the church office or pick one up on Sunday 
from the table outside the sanctuary. 
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Sa 26  2 p.m.  Band practice 
 6 p.m.  Worship 
Su 27 8:45 a.m. Adult Sunday School class 
 10 a.m.   Worship 
 11 a.m.    Coffee Fellowship 
 11:15 a.m.   Mission Trip Team meeting 
 6 p.m.  Disciple Bible Study 
Mo 28 9 a.m.  Quilting 
Tu 29 7 p.m.  Bible Studies 
We 30 6:30 p.m. Supper and youth groups 
 7  p.m.  Choir 
Th 1 7 p.m.  Charge Conference 
Sa 3 2 p.m.  Band practice 
 6 p.m.  Worship 
Su 4 8:45 a.m. Adult Sunday School class 
 9 a.m.  Sunday School 
 9 a.m.  Usher and Greeter mtg. with Pastor Brook 
 9:15 a.m. Outreach Committee mtg. 
 10 a.m.  Worship 
 11 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship 
 6 p.m.  Disciple Bible Study 
Mo 5 7 p.m.  Cub Scouts 
We 7 6:30 p.m. Supper and youth groups 
 7 p.m.  Choir 
 8 p.m.  Education Committee mtg. 
Th 8 12 p.m.  Ruth Circle at Alice Wells’ home 
Sa 10 9 a.m.  Choir cantata rehearsal 
 10:30 a.m. Children’s program rehearsal 
 2 p.m.  Band practice 
 6 p.m.  Worship 
 6:30 p.m. All Church Christmas Dinner 
 9 p.m.—1 a.m. Middle School 1/2 lock in 
Su 11 8:45 a.m. Adult Sunday School class 
 9 a.m.  Sunday School 
 9 a.m.—4 p.m. Silent Auction for mission trip 
 10 a.m.  Worship with Christmas Cantata 
 11 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship 
 3 p.m.  Children’s Program 
 6 p.m.  Disciple Bible Study 
Mo 12 9 a.m.  Quilting 
 6:30 p.m. Girl Scouts 
 7 p.m.  Cub Scouts 
Tu 13 6 p.m.  Brownie Scouts 
 7 p.m.  UMW Christmas Sampler 
We 14 6:30 p.m. Supper, confirmation, youth group 
 7 p.m.  Choir 
Th 15 7 p.m.  Staff Parish Committee mtg. 
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��	��� � Dean Mehlum , in memory care; Judy Miles in Omaha; 
Dean Mohr , Donna Barnes , Doris Harter, Dan Vigness and Becky Olsen 
having cancer treatments; Donna Dreesman; Willis Dreesman, recovering 
after surgery; Roberta Russell; Steve Whittier; Darrell Iverson, brother of 
Jean Bush; Bruce Christensen;  Darold Borman  hospitalized after surgery.   
 Welcome to new members who joined HUMC Sunday, November 20—
Chris & Wendy Quinn and Madison, David Erickson and Jill Freerks, 
Adri and Finley.  

· Eldon Hagen for raising the cement pads for the a/c 
condensers so that the area could be better landscaped 
for drainage. 
· Janet Mehlum for making beaded Christmas angels. 
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�����The On the Rise shirts were delivered last weekend and are 
ready to be picked up.  If you have not yet paid for your shirt, 
please be prepared to do so at the time it pick up.  T-Shirts are 
$12 and polo shirts are $25. 
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      Pastor Brook would like to visit with 
anyone who would like to be part of a 
drama presentation for the Christmas Eve 
candlelight services.  Please contact him 
as soon as possible. 
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      Do you play an instrument or the pi-
ano or like to sing?  Share your musical 
talent in worship Dec, 17 or 18, Christ-
mas Eve, Dec. 24 or Christmas Day Dec. 
25.  With all the beautiful Christmas mu-
sic, this is a great time to bring special 
music to worship.  Contact Pastor Brook 
to offer your talents. 
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      All children ages 4 and older will re-
hearse their Christmas program Saturday, 
December 10 from 10:30 a.m. to Noon.  
The 2 & 3 year olds do not come for this 
rehearsal.  The program will be presented 
at 3 p.m. Sunday, December 11.  Each 
family is asked to bring 1 dozen cookies to 
share during fellowship time following the 
program. 
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     The nuts ordered from UMW 
are bagged and ready to go.  
Find them on a table in Fellow-
ship with names marked on the 
bags. 
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     All Hilltoppers are encour-
aged to attend Charge Confer-
ence to celebrate the ministry of 
HUMC during 2011 and affirm 
plans for 2012. 
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