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 My piano is now well-tuned and 
sounding beautiful.  But I know that some-
time there will be another string … or an-
other issue that threatens the beauty and 
wholeness of the creation.  But let us not 
allow anything to get in the way of the 
beauty and the genius of the music that – 
together – we can make.   
 

 “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  …  Do not 
let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be  afraid.”  

 
With You in the Work of Christ, 

               Bishop Deb  
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 Forty new high efficiency light fixtures have been 
installed in several areas of the church basement.  The 
After School Program was able to secure a grant through 
Lutheran Social Services to complete this project.  All 
lights in the youth room and down stairs hallways, plus 
lights in several classrooms were replaced last week.  Sev-
eral of the old fixtures were broken and some were hanging 
very precariously from the ceiling.  The new high efficiency 
fixtures provide better lighting and will help to reduce our electricity 
costs.  Thank you to Heather DeWitt and Chesiree Kehr, After 
School Program leaders, for suggesting this project and doing all the 
paperwork required to make it a reality.   
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 The Home Builders Association of the Sioux Empire, HBASE, 
is promoting their annual Repair Affair program.  Their goal is to up-
date an applicant’s home by making it more accessible for the low 
income and elderly or permanently disabled, all for no cost to the 
homeowner.  Labor is donated by HBASE members and materials 
are donated through a grant received from the Sioux Falls Commu-
nity Development Foundation and the Sioux Empire Home Builders 
Care Foundation.  All of the projects are done on one day, Tuesday, 
June 8, 2010.  Examples of projects are wheelchair ramps, bathroom 
modifications, step replacements, handrails, grab bars, widen door 
frames, raising or lowering toilets, adjusting closet rods and shelving 
systems. These modifications will make the home more accessible 
for the home owner.  Applicants must meet certain financial guide-
lines and must submit applications by April 2, 2010.  Application 
forms are available in the church office. 
 

����
	������������
 Our property at 1304 S. 
Bahnson was vacated by the renter 
at the end of November.  A great 
deal of work needs to be done to 
make the house ready for a new 
renter.  Anyone who is interested in 
helping with painting, cleaning and 
some carpenter work should speak to 
Trustees Chair, Sharon Ellis.  
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12/26 & 27/2009   -   99 
1/2/ & 3/2010   -   119 

1/9 & 10/2010   -   161     Sunday School 51 
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Dakotas Diary   -   October 2009  

 
       I couldn’t wait to have my piano tuned this week.  I usually tune it 
every six months, however, this time it really needed it.  At its last tuning, a 
bass string had broken and the piano technician had replaced it – not un-
common in an older piano.   The problem is that once you’ve replaced a 
string, that string continues to stretch over the next several weeks and 
months, and as it does so, that note gets more and more out of tune.  And 
that’s exactly what this had done.  It had gotten to the point that the string 
was so out of tune that I hated to hear it and I would try to remember to 
avoid hitting that particular note. 
       It is really hard to play Brahms or Chopin or Beethoven while all the 
time worrying about hitting that one, out-of-tune key.  Because in doing so, 
I discovered that one of two things will happen:  either I concentrated so 
hard on avoiding the note that I made all kinds of mistakes with the other 
notes, or if I actually did avoid the note, the music itself was somehow in-
complete.  
Either way, the joy of playing was lost … and the beauty of the music was 
marred. 
       Friends, it is so very human to want to avoid those areas in our lives – 
and our faith – that are uncomfortable … to step around the painful issue 
… to do everything in our power to keep our lives in constant har-
mony.   But life isn’t that simple nor is it that predictable.  
       If we spend all our time trying to avoid the difficult, the painful, the out-
of-tune parts, then we must ask ourselves the question: “Are we really liv-
ing?”  Because life is the whole of our experiences: 

 
good and bad, 

joyful and painful, 
exhilarating and discouraging, 

harmonious and out of tune. 
 

      That is life.  And I have found that it is especially during those ‘out-of-
tune’ times that I have grown the most.  It is following the times of deepest 
doubt that my faith has been strengthened.  And it is because of the dark 
times that I can truly and deeply rejoice in the light.  And the promise Je-
sus made to his disciples is made to us as well: 
 

“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you … Peace I 
leave with you; my peace I give to you.  I do not g ive to you as 
the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be trouble d, and do not 
let them be afraid.”   (John 14:18a, 27) 
 

       Friends, there are a lot of broken, out-of-tune strings out there.  There 
is a lot of uncertainty, a lot of anxiety, a lot of worry -- both within our lives 
and within our world.  But we must remember that God does not call us to 
side-step these parts of our lives, but to believe that these, too, are impor-
tant parts of the tapestry of our lives.  And with that belief is also the belief 
that God will guide us through.  
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      Our prayers and sympathy for these of our 
church family who have experienced the death 
of a loved one in recent weeks.  Francis Rann 
passed away Dec. 24.  His funeral was Dec. 30 

at HUMC.  Daniel Willard of Duluth MN, brother of Bill Willard , 
passed away Jan. 1.  Dale Manley of Arlington SD, father of Pat-
rick Manley , passed away Jan. 7.   
 Others to remember in prayer are Dan Vigness, Mary Os-
ter, Deb Gruenig  and Bob Kennedy .  Prayers are requested for 
Vadyn , one week old niece of Lori Malde Bosanko .  She is hav-
ing trouble breathing and was taken by ambulance to a hospital in 
Knoxville TN. 
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 Sheila and I would like to say thank you so much to each 
one that contributed to our Christmas love gift.  It was very much 
appreciated.  We also have enjoyed each gift of yummy Christmas 
goodies dropped off or left anonymously.  Given the culinary skill of 
our members demonstrated in each gift, I have no idea why there 
isn’t a huge weight problem in our church.  With much apprecia-
tion, thank you for each generous and delectable gift. 
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 Every member of my church family has a place among my 
favorite people.  Thank you to all who gave so generously toward 
my Christmas Love Gift.  I appreciate your thoughtfulness. 
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 Christmas was made a little more special because you 
kindly remembered me with a Christmas Love Gift.  I so appreciate 
all you do to make Hilltop UMC a welcoming place to work. 
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 We appreciate your cards and prayers for the loss of my 
father, Harold McFarland.  Thank you. 
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 Meals on Wheels volunteers for December 28 were Dean & 
Helen Mohr , December 29 Roger and Roberta Russell and De-
cember 30 Roger and Alice Wells .  May you be blessed as you 
were a blessing to others. 
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Fr 15 6:00  XYZ Potluck Supper 
Sa 16 2:00  Logos Band 
 6:00  Worship 
Su 17 8:15 am Traditional Worship 
 9:15 am Coffee Fellowship 
 9:30 am Trustees mtg. 
 9:40 am Sunday School 
 11:00 am Logos Worship 
Mo 18 9 a.m.  Sarah Circle 
We 20 6:15  Supper for Youth 
 6:45  Youth Groups 
 7:00  Choir 
Th 21 12:30  Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 6:30  Boy Scouts 
 7:00  Esther Circle 
Sa 23 2:00  Logos Band 
 6:00  Worship 
 7:00  SKYFORCE Family Night 
Su 24 8:15 am Traditional Worship 
 9:15 am Coffee Fellowship 
 9:40 am Sunday School 
 11:00 am Logos Worship 
Mo 25 9 a.m.  Quilting 
We 27 7 am—4 pm Avera McKennan Class 
 6:15  Supper for Youth 
 6:30  Confirmation Class 
 6:45  Youth Groups 
 7:00  Choir 
 8:00  Administries 
Th 28 7 am—4 pm Avera McKennan Class 
 12:30  Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 7:00  Scouts Pack Meeting 
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 When the weather is questionable and you are wondering 
about cancelation of activities at church, check our website.  A page 
has been set up to post cancelations as the deci-
sion is made.  Winter weather can be very dan-
gerous and we don’t want anyone to be out un-
necessarily.  www.hilltopumc.com 
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Served at 6:15 p.m. 

Parents, individuals, groups 
please sign up to prepare a 

meal for the youth. 
Sign up sheet on the shelf 

across from the kitchen 
serving window 
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      A new pictorial directory is 
planned for HUMC this spring.  
Photography will be done Feb. 
16-20.  Appointments may be 
made with the committee or 
online with Lifetouch.  More in-
formation about online appoint-
ments will be forth coming. 


